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PREFACE. 



The following chapters have been delivered as 
addresses during my ministry from time to time. 
In that shape they have already proved acceptable ; 
and my only desire in publishing them, is, that 
the Lord may use them for the instruction and 
comfort of others. 

Reader, we are living in an evil day. The tide 
of worldliness, of error, superstition, and sin, is 
setting in with inconceivable rapidity. The velo- 
city of the current is carrying along with it many 
an undecided soul, and will yet carry along with 
it multitudes of others. It speaks loudly to all 
God*s people to draw closer together ; to come out 
boldly on the Lord's side ; to live nearer than ever 
to Jesus ; to be more than ever separate from the 
world. 



vi PREFACE, 

Let decision for Christ mark your words and 
conduct. Speak out boldly for your Saviour. Let 
no cowardly shrinking keep you back. Bear a 
marked testimony for Christ, ^^out of season," as 
well as "in season." The honour of bearing the 
Master's cross will be yburs only for a few days 
longer. The heavier the cross, the brighter the 
crown in the day that is at hand. "Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown 
of life." 

St. Mabt's, Hastikos, 
1882. 
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I. 

THE LIFE CALL. 

Mabk iii. 13-16. 

It has been beautifully remarked that "God's 
narratives in the New Testament are like many- 
sided polished stones, so cut as to reflect their 
lustre in different directions." There is scarcely a 
narrative in the New Testament that does not 
portray to discerning and thoughtful minds, the 
glorious character of the Lord Jesus in one or 
other of His different characters. He is the mbtro- 
pous of the Scriptures, and there is no book, no 
chapter, no verse, through which we may not find 
a way to Him. 

The Saviour's actings on earth are frequently 
symbolical They present as with a beautiful 
picture of what He would be to K\a ^^^'^ "^^S^k^ 



2 THE LIFE CALL. 

He had left the world. Doubtless the Holy Spirit 
designed that every action of our Lord on earth 
should be a reflex picture of what He would be to 
His people throughout all time. Some of these 
actings are so true in this respect as to arrest our 
attention. They are so like God's dealings with 
His people at the present hour, that it would 
almost appear as if they were designed to represent 
these alone ; while at the same time they are so 
natural, so simple, that they appear to be only 
the history of the actor and the hour in which He 
lived. 

The passage we have selected for consideration 
confirms these remarks. It is a picture of what 
the Lord has been doing ever since He was on 
our earth. It is so correctly drawn as to arrest 
our attention, and make us wonder and adore. 
May God teach us by His Spirit, and enable us to 
understand its spiritual meaning. Above all, may 
we not be readers of His truth but doers also. 

We are all familiar with the beautiful and 
touching narrative of the storm on the lake, re- 
corded in the sixth chapter of St. Mark's Gospel. 
While the little boat, with its precious charge, was 
tossed about on the dark waters, the Lord was on 
the mountain-top praying for them. We are accus- 
tomed to regard that boatful of disciples, driven 
to and fro on the stormy deep, as an emblem of 
tho Church in this world, tossed from wave to 
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wave by the tempests of persecution, sorrow, and sin; 
and the Lord on that mountain-top as a picture of 
the Lord's intercession on heaven's mountain-height 
for His storm-tossed, trembling people. 

The passage under consideration presents a 
similar picture. ** He goeth up into a mountain." 
The Lord has gone up to heaven's mountain height. 
And what has He been doing there for the last 
eighteen hundred years? A great and glorious 
work, even that which He is represented as doing 
on this mountain-height of Capernaum — "calling 
unto Him whom He would." He has been send- 
ing message after message to a dying world and a 
sorrowing Church, calling them unto Him. The 
Spirit of God has borne these messages from one 
to another in ten thousand different ways. From 
heaven's mountain-top the voice of the Lord has 
been uttered time after time, " Ho, every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters ; " " Look unto 
me, and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth ; " 
" Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest." Every sinner 
brought nigh to Jesus bears witness to that call. 
Every wanderer restored to the fold attests the 
mighty power of that voice. Every blessing en- 
joyed by the believer on earth owes its origin to 
the Lord's grace, and bears witness to His all-pre- 
vailing intercession on the mountain-height in glory. 
But for His presence there, ttift OiT\i^^<sQiL^Nsss»% 
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ago have been overwhelmed by the water-floods. 
But for that intercession, the world — little as it 
thinks of it — would be in intolerable torment or 
crushed to an atom. What upholds the one and 
spares the other 1 Only the presence of Jesus at 
the right hand of the Father. Let us not think of 
the death, the resurrection, and the ascension of 
Christ 80 as to push out of view the Saviour's 
intercession. What would they all be without it 1 
What would have been the value of the blood to 
the Israelite of old, had it not been presented by 
the high-priest upon the altar within the most holy 
place? The conscience of the worshipper would 
have remained unpurged and the blood of the lamb 
been valueless. Oh how inestimably precious to 
us then the intercession of the Lord Jesus ! 

But mark the first important truth brought be- 
fore us, " He calleth unto Him,^^ This is solemn 
and instructive. The Lord Jesus need not have 
called the disciples first to Him. He might have 
sent them forth on their mission of salvation with- 
out this. He might just simply have said, " Go 
forth, and make known the gospel, and draw sin- 
ners unto me." But He did not. There was a 
more important work to be done first — a prepara- 
tory work. They must first of all be called " unto 
Him." They must have close personal dealing 
with Him. They must come into His presence, 
Jook Him in the face, and hear His voice speaking 
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to their inmost souls with living power. They 
must go forth from that presence to their solemn 
work. Without this preparatory work they would 
have run in vain, they would have laboured in 
vain. Without this work He would not send 
them. Without this they would have gone 
forth to meet with only failure and defeat With- 
out this their mission would have been fruitless, 
immortal souls would have been lost, Christ*s 
name would have been sullied with dishonour, 
and a dying world would have perished in its 
sins. "He calleth unto Him." Here lay the 
secret of their strength, the explanation of their 
victory. Here is the solution of the question, 
" How is it that Christianity has made itself such 
a name in the world ? " Here is the answer to the 
question " Will it ultimately triumph 1 " Yes ! it 
will triumph. It began in the presence of Jesus. 
It went forth from the presence of Jesus. And 
whatever work begins and goes forth from His 
presence, must have "victory" inscribed on its 
banner. It will triumph, for the strength of the 
Omnipotent accompanies it. 

"He calleth unto Himy Not first to the 
Church, but to Himsell Kot first to the waters 
of baptism, but to Jesus. Not first to ordinances 
or ceremonies, denominations or opinions, but 
to a crucified and living Saviour. Oh that am- 
bassadors of religion would bear thi& vo^ Tsivcikw \s^ 



6 THE LIFE CALL. 

f 

their ministrations in the pulpit and out of it ! 
Jesus first — Jesus only. All the others are good 
only when He is first. All else subservient to His 
glory. All else deriving their lustre from His 
dear name alone. 

" He calleth unto HimJ* What Jesus did Him- 
self, surely we may do. Surely Christ is our 
example. Did He call men first to Him t Then, 
minister of Christ, do you follow His blessed ex- 
ample. Begin it with your next Sunday's sermon, 
and carry it on through life. First to Jesus. Then 
will everything else be beautiful, seen in His 
precious, holy light. 

" He calleth unto Him." Why first to Him ? 
Who can do for us what He can 1 Who can give 
us strength for our work as He can t What can 
leave such an influence upon ourselves and upon 
our message as the presence of Jesus f What can 
give such living power to the heart, the life, and 
the lips, as communion with Him ? To look God 
in the face, and go forth to our work from that 
presence ; oh, is not one hour of it of more value 
than hours of study and preparation, valuable 
though they may be 1 

" He calleth unto Him" Yes, the Saviour knew 
all this. He knew the soul wanted this. He knows 
it wants it stilL Therefore He called them " unto 
Himy" because He could give them what nothing 
elso could give, — -power for their work, blessing on 
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their labours, victory in their conflicts, triumph 
in defeat. Oh may our first call ever be " to Him ; " 
our life, our labour, our beginning, our ending, ever 
be"^m/" 

" He calleth unto Him whom He would." Mark 
it well, reader, " whom He would." It is altogether 
a work of sovereign grace. " Not by might, nor 
by 'power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of 
hosts." It is " not of him that willeth, nor of him 
that runneth, but of God who giveth the victory." 
If you have come to Jesus, it is because He and 
not yoiu have willed it If your will is towards 
Him, it is solely because He has drawn it. " No 
man can come to me, except the Father which hath 
sent me draw him." Your song must always be of 
grace. Your crown must ever be laid at His feet 
You have nothing to boast of, nothing to glory in, 
nothing to distinguish you from the vilest around 
you. It may seem to have been your own will, your 
own act, which first led you to Jesus, but there was 
behind a moving, directing, overruling power which 
you saw not, and but for which you would have 
been at this moment a slave of sin and death. 

"Whom He would." Yes, dear Saviour, the 
work is all Thine, and Thine be all the praise and 
glory throughout eternity ! Every crown shall be 
placed on Thy brow ! Every song be vocal with 
Thy praise ! Every chord of the golden harps on 
high shall be strung to the riches o£ Tk^ ^asA^ 
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Each shall utter throughout the countless ages of 
eternity, "Worthy the Lamb." Christian reader, 
this is the " new song " of heaven. Oh learn the 
measure of it now ! Learn it well Within the 
city of the pearl-hright portal and jasper walls on 
high no other note is heard. Let no other be heard 
now from thy lips. Let it be always — "Jesus 
only." 

" And they came unto Him." Here is the evi- 
dence of our calling and election. We come because 
He calls. Let us not trouble ourselves with the 
doctrine of election. Let each onb ask himself the 
question, " Have I come to Jesus 1 " If you have, 
reader, then Christ has called you, and you have 
heard that call. You are one of the elect, for you 
have come to Jesus. To ask the question, " Am I 
one of the elect ? " first ask another, " Have I 
come to Jesus 1 " But if there are two questions 
in the matter of salvation, such is the perversity of 
the human heart, that men are certain to ask the 
wrong one first. " Am I one of the elect 1 " is not 
the first question, reader. " Have I come ? " ask 
that first Your answer to this question will be 
the answer — the only answer — to the other. Oh, 
have you come to Jesus? Have you heard His 
call ? Are you at His feet 1 

" And they came unto Him" All who hear His 

voice go "to Him." " My sheep hear my voice ; 

I know them, and they follow me." Take care, 
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dear reader, you make no mistake here. Take care 
it is " to Him '* you go. There are many voices all 
around you. One calls to "baptism." Another 
calls to the "Church." Another calls to the 
" Sacrament." God^s call is to come first to Jesus. 
This is the voice of the Good Shepherd. Not that 
I would undervalue the others. Oh no. They are 
all ordinances of , God. But Jems first — ^^Jesua 
ofdy." reader ! in the midst of the many strange 
voices on every side of you, see that you hear 
God's voice calling you to Jesus. 

" And He ordained twelve that they should be 
tcith Hi7n" Mark the important word here — "with 
Him." " He called them unto Him." For what 
purpose ? That they should be ** with Him." 
Christianity is not an isolated fact, accomplished 
eighteen hundred years ago on mount Calvary, and. 
ending there. No. It is a germinating seed, a living 
principle, the first step only to a great end, and 
that end, walking with God. It did not end with 
saving the soul ; it only J?egan there. How often 
do we hear it spoken of as if its only design were 
to make us happy and to take us to heaven. True 
this is its design, but much more than this. We 
were redeemed that we should walk with God. 
We were chosen in Christ that we should be His 
travelling companions through this wilderness. We 
were bought with His blood that we should "b^ 
"with Him," that we should neN^^X'^'Si:^^^^^'^^'^ 
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that we should have Him nearer to us than any 
earthly friend, however near or dear. We were 
redeemed that we should be so near as to hear His 
whispers and speak to Him heart to heart. This 
was the end for which He chose the twelve ; this 
is Ihe end for which God chose us, for which He 
chooses any man. Ah, many Christians seem to 
know Jesus very little ! He is rather an abstrac- 
tion than a living Person. He is known at best in 
some of the prominent displays of His grace, such 
as in His death and resurrection and ascension, in 
His miracles of healing. These are but the outer 
court of Christianity. "We cannot know Jesus thus. 
We know much of principles, of doctrines, of 
creeds, of the landmarks of Divine truth; but 
what do we know of a living Person, what of a 

.beating heart, what of a tender bosom, what of a 
constantly realised companion, what of abiding 
nearness to One whose eye of love is never off us, 
whose heart of love is ever open to us, and out of 
the fulness of whose grace we are hourly drawing 
and feeling satisfied 1 This, only this, is to know 
Jesus. Why do we remain in the outer court t 
Why so little thirsting to be within the veil ? Why 
are so many satisfied with having been " called unto 
Him," and care so little about being " with Him 1 " 
Ah ! most of God's people now are walking at a 
distance. They have forgotten why the Saviour 

called them — "that they should be with Him." 
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Dear Christian reader, this is the only tenure on 
which you hold the great blessings of redemption 
through Christ You have no right to one of them, 
except on this condition — that you walk " with 
God/* Oh, remember it, and live not on at a dis- 
tance from Him. Know your Saviour by living 
very near to Kim, having close and constant deal- 
ing with Him. Know Him, not as an abstraction, 
the embodiment of everything holy and everything 
good; know Him as a living person, a constant 
companion, an abiding friend, a very present help. 
Only thus can any one know Him. Christian, 
be it yours to know Him thus. Live very near. 
Deal very closely. Drink deeply from that well of 
living waters. Strike your tent at its very side. 
Then how unspeakably precious will He bo to you ! 
Oh ! what a Friend will you have found ! 

But how can we be always " with Him ? " Are 
we to be always " looking unto Jesus 1 " Can we 
always " pray without ceasing ? " Surely not. The 
passage does not mean this. The disciples were 
not always " with Him." Jesus was in one town 
and they were often in another, He often in one 
house and they in another. In this sense they 
could not be always "with Him," nor was this 
needful Always " with Him," always " looking," 
always " praying," refers not to the fixed attention, 
the ordered words. It is the disposition of the 
soul, the bent of the heait^ \j\i"^ T^aJCv^^ ^^\s^^si^» ^ 
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the believer. He is to be like the bird — not 
always flying, but ready to fly. He may be en- 
gaged earnestly in life's daily duties, he may have 
the weight of life's daily cares, and yet there may 
be such a disposition of soul towards the Saviour 
that he may always be said to be looking, praying, 
living " with Him." This is what the passage 
implies. This is what God demands. This is the 
disposition we should carry about us everywhere, 
from the moment we^ wake in the morning till 
our eyelids relapse into slumber. This is what it 
is to be "with Him" in the passage under con- 
sideration. This disposition of soul can only be 
had by being very much in the presence of God. 
It is not knowledge that can give it us, not even 
scriptural knowledga It can only be had by 
being alone with Him. We contract the disposi- 
tion and habit and manner of some people wonder- 
fully. There are some cases where association 
begets assimilation so rapidly that we seem to gaze 
upon another being altogether from that which we 
formerly knew. Dear Christian reader, it is the 
same with Jesus. Be much alone with Him. In 
no other way can you obtain the disposition of 
soul that will make you to be always " with Him," 
and thus become like Him. God grant that you 
may know Jesus thus ! 

Let us now mark the next point in this beauti- 
ful passage, "And that He might send them 



THE LIFE CALL. 13 

forth to preach." Mark, reader, the three beauti- 
ful links in this divine chain — ^^urdo Him," ^^with 
Him," ^^frorn Him." God will only use His own 
instrumentality. If we are to be " sent forth " to 
do His work we must be called " unto Him," we 
must be living "with Him." Why is there so 
much speaking for God and so little result ? Be- 
cause we are not " with Him," and He cannot send 
us. Why is there so much machinery at work in 
God's service, so much revival work, so much 
instrumentality of every varied kind with which 
no previous age can bear comparison, and yet so 
little blessing 1 Why so many complaints of 
ministers and others that so little fruit is borne f 
Ah! it is because we are not "with Jesus," and 
He cannot send us forth. True, God may use a 
worldly-minded minister, or an imconverted mini- 
ster, just as He used Balaam, or even as He used 
Judas. But these are the rare exceptions, not the 
rule. They are the meteors in the dark sky, 
dazzling by their brilliance, and by that brilliance 
showing the absence of all substance. They are 
beacons, not examples. If, reader, you want to be 
used for God, you must live with God. Depend 
upon it He will not use you without. And if, on 
a calm retrospect of your labours, you find He has 
not used you, depend upon it this, and only this, 
is the secret, the real cause. Though you may tr^ 
to persuade yourself il ia \iO \i^ ^JOvsCosa^^ "^ ^ivis^^ss. 
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causes, to tlie nature of your parish or the char- 
acter of your people, it is Tiere. If you are living 
"with" Jesus He will surely send you forth. 
And being " sent forth," it is to do His work, and 
that work will sooner or later be seeji. 

And what is another result of being ^^with Himi " 
We see it in the passage itself. " And to have 
power to heal sicknesses and to cast out devils." In 
His presence we get just what we all need for our 
work — "power." It is not carnal power, not the 
power of knowledge, of eloquence, of learning. No. 
It is the power of the Spirit of God. We are weak 
and helpless. Who so weak as we ? Foes without, 
and fears within. Who so weak as we ? An evil 
heart, a feeble body, an unpalatable message 1 Who 
so weak as we ? A feather in the hurricane, a straw 
in the tempest What do we need ? Power. Who 
can give it us ? Jesus. Where alone can it be had ? 
In His presence. And what power thai is ! It is 
" mighty through God," even " to the pulling down 
of strongholds." Yes, it is the power to "heal 
sicknesses and cast out devils." But has the child 
of God this power] Is not the age of miracles 
past 1 No. The age of miracles is here stilL The 
child of God has this power, even now. What 
said our Lord? "Greater works than these shall 
ye do, because I go to the Father." Yes, even the 
weak and feeble Bible-woman, or the unlearned 
Scrlpture-Teader, msky be seen goin^ to the bedside 
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of some poor failing tabernacle, and so speaking of 
Jesus and His salvation as to lift the sufferer above 
every pain and every sickness in the joy of sin for- 
given and peace with God through His precious 
blood. And is not this a healing greater than the 
healing of any bodily disease ? Yes, the trembling 
servant of Christ, going forth to her work from His 
presence, can so speak the '^ word in season " as to 
cast out the devil ready to leap forth from some 
heart in the shape of foul language or brutal assault. 
Oh, is not this a casting out of devils as truly as 
anything ever yet seen by the world t Is not this 
a mightier power, a grander work, than all the 
miracles earth has ever known ? And this shall be 
the "power" of all those who go forth to their 
work from the presence of Jesus. O ambassador 
of a living Saviour, think of this! Be ^^with 
Him," and then He will "send you forth." Be 
^^with Him," and then fear not how feeble your 
body is, how weak your efforts, how poor your 
utterance. ** Power " will be yours in spite of them 
all, for God will send you forth. " Power " will 
be yours, while feebleness will be stamped upon all 
else that man calls power. Yours will, with all 
your weakness, shine forth in direct contrast, be- 
cause the " treasure " is in the " earthen vessel." 
The excellency of that power will not be of you, it 
will be of God, minister of Christ ! if you rise 
from your breakfast table lo "pv} ^otcka ^i.Oa^-'v^siis.Sa. 
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your parish without first going into God's presence, 
no wonder you are unblessed! If you go forth 
from your study to your sermon or your lecture 
without spending a large portion of your time in 
secret prayer, no wonder you are not blessed ! If 
you go forth among your people from your house 
without first having looked God in the face, and 
taken away with you the bright shining of His 
countenance, no wonder you are unblessed ! There 
is no mark of heaven upon you. God cannot, God 
ioUl not use you. Think of this then, and change 
your entire plan. Try this ioi once, if you have 
never tried it before; and, depend upon it, God 
will bless you. 

One point more in this passage, and I close. 
"And Simon He sumamed Peter." When we 
give a name to anything, we claim that thing as 
our own. The lord gave a new name to Simon. 
He thus declared him to be His own property. It 
was a new name, the name given him by Jesus. 
It is thus the Lord calls His people by a new name, 
and declares them to be His by so doing. We are 
no longer our own, but His. We are to go through 
the world with the name He has put upon us, and 
henceforth to be known only by that. Reader, 
have you Christ's new name ? Are you really His ? 
Does the world know you as a disciple of the Lord 
Jesus f Oh, take not that holy name in vain ! If 
yoxL are called a Christian, he one. Be not a luke- 
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warm, half-hearted one, under such a holy name as 
that you bear. Far rather fling away your pro- 
fession altogether. No misery like that of being 
half Christian, half worldling. Nothing so un- 
savoury as salt that has lost its savour. God sends 
His own judgment on the secret heart of such a 
souL There is no joy, no peace, no light of God's 
countenance. All is dreariness within. All is " a 
fearful looking forward to." All is a dismal blank 
between that soul and God. It stands on the 
brink of a precipice. A terrible stroke must come 
from God's hand ere it can be brought back. A 
bleeding heart, a reddened eye, a mountain weight, 
making every fibre of the frame quiver, and the 
whole body, soul, and spirit, stoop under the crush* 
ing blow. Reader, to know the joy, the peace, the 
hopes, and blessings of Christianity, you must he a 
Christian 07d and out You can never know them 
without. Oh, bear the new name, and let the 
world see it on you ! Live near to God — very 
near. See that this threefold link be the mark of 
your life. See that Jesus has called you, and that 
you have gone to Him. Make no mistake here ; 
it is fatal. See that, having gone to Him, you are 
«*with Him." See that, being "with Him," you 
ever go forth into the world **from Him." Then 
God will bless you, and make you a blessing. 
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All along the valley, 
Where dark waters flow, 

I walk with One who loves me, 
And who will not let me go. 



All along the valley, 

I hear His accents mild. 
And, though the way be rugged, 

He guides His weary child. 

All along the valley. 

As I walk with Him I love, 
The mist of sorrow rises, 

And dies in light above. 

All along the valley, 

Where the flow'rets are most sweety 
Their colours brighten and deepen 

Beneath Hid blessed feet. 



All along the valley, 
I can whisper in His ear 

The i^lad Psalm of. the Ransomed, 
Which the angels stoop to hear. 

All along the valley. 

Where sufTrers moan in pain, 
I can speak that Name of healing«k 

And hope returns again. 
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All along the valley, 

Though dark the waters be, 
I can catch the glowing sunlight, 

Tow'rds which He walks with me. 



Then, no longer in the valley, 

But up the golden street, 
I shall walk with One who loves me. 

Where the crystal waters meet. 



( 20 ) 



11. 

THE CHERUBIM. 
Exodus xxt. 17-22. 

Onb of the most instructive and beautiful symbols 
of God's Word is the cherubim. Taken in connec- 
tion with the ark and the mercy-seat, both of which 
are intended by the Spirit of God to represent the 
Lord Jesus Christ, they bring before us the glory 
of the Church. They are the representatives of 
the Church of God in its glorified state. They bid 
us look at them, and see, through them, what we 
ourselves shall shortly be. They are calculated to 
draw our hearts upward, and make us long for 
that time when " we shall be like Him ; for we 
shall see Him as He is." It is a " blessed hope," 
a glorious prospect ! May the Lord the Spirit direct 
our minds and hearts to understand this precious 
portion of His Word ! 

We are told, in the first place, the material of 

which these cherubim were made. " As many as 

were wlJJIng-hearted brought bracelets and ear-rings 
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and tablets, all jewels of gold ; and every man that 
offered, offered an offering of gold unto the Lord." 
Of this gold the cherubim were made. " Of beaten 
work shalt thou make^them" (ver, i8). There 
was thus a threefold work in the preparation of 
these glorious bodies. The gold was first cast into 
the furnace. All the pieces, which had previously 
formed separate and distinct parts, were thus melted 
into one piece. How beautifully does this present 
us with the oneness of God's people ! No longer 
are they isolations, widely apart, having no con- 
nection one with another. They are, by the furnace 
of the cross, into which the Saviour was cast, 
melted into one glorious piece. They become united 
to Him and to each other. There they become one 
lump in Christ. They are members one of another. 
The cross binds them together with indissoluble 
ties. '* If one member suffer, all the members 
suffer with it; or one member rejoice, all the 
members rejoice with it," .^ 

Not only so, but the fire purified the gold of 
the cherubim from its dross. Thus does the 
Churq)i become purified by the work of Christ on 
the cross. In that furnace she is baptized. *^ The 
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin." 
There she is purified from all her uncleanness. 
There she is washed whiter than snow. From 
that fountain she steps up to the throne, ^<all 
ajlorious within," She has' not «^\» ^^ -^nKs^tSsK 
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She leaves the dross behind, and is '' complete in 
Him." But not only does the Church become one 
in Christ, not only purified^ but also "beaten." 
** Of beaten work shalt thou make them." Stroke 
after stroke was to fall upon this melted and puri- 
fied gold. Thus was the fine gold to be shaped 
and moulded, so as to become meet for the glory 
within the veil. Nor were these strokes random ones. 
Each one came from the hand of a Bezaleel, a wise- 
hearted man, filled with unerring judgment and 
Divine wisdom. Every stroke was a moulding and 
fashioning the fine gold, giving it the expression 
and figure and lineament of countenance, the grace 
and plumage, which was to appear within the veil 
So it is now with God's people, of whom these 
cherubim were the symbol Stroke after stroke 
of sorrow and trial falls upon them in this world. 
Wave after wave rolls over them, so that they 
exclaim in bitterness of heart, " Deep calleth unto 
deep at the noise of ^hy waterspouts : all Thy 
waves and Thy billows have gone over me." Yet 
there is no accident, no mistake, no random stroke. 
Each one comes from a wise-hearted One — One full 
of wisdom, and yet full of love. Each one is part 
of a great and glorious process. It is giving grace 
and fashion and shape to the soul, and preparing 
it to shine in glory within the veil. It is mould- 
ing and fashioning the blood-bought one, so that, 
//jts the cherubim within the veil, he may bear the 
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cloud of Divine glory that shall rest upon him in 
the morning of resurrection and throughout thd 
countless ages of eternity. 

Another truth brought before us in this symbol 
is the oneness of Christ and His people. " Even 
of the mercy-seat shall ye make the cherubim" 
(ver. 19). The mercy-seat and the cherubim were 
thus made out of the same mass of gold. So 
Christ and His people are one. They are "par- 
takers of the Divine nature." The same strokes 
fell upon Him as fall upon them. They pass 
through the same furnace. The same path of 
tribulation to them as to Him. One process pre- 
pares them both for the same glory. 

But how sweetly does this remind us of the 
Saviour's sympathy I As the cherubim were made 
out of the same piece of gold as the. mercy«seat; 
every stroke on the one vibrated through the 
other. Thus the Lord Jesus is touched with a 
feeling of our infirmities. Do the strokes of the 
hammer fall on the Lord's weak ones at Damascus ? 
Immediately a voice is heard from heayen, " Why 
persecutest thou me I" "Inasmuch as ye did it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye did 
it unto me" "I know. their sorrows." "I have 
seen, I have seen, the afflictions of my people." 
Oh, how does the oneness of the cherubim and 
the mercy-seat, in being formed out of the same 
piece of gold, reflect this precious truth I : . ' 
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We next learn the position of these cherubim. 
''And make one cherub on the one end, and the 
other cherub on the other end : even of the mercy- 
seat shall ye make the cherubim on the two ends 
thereof." They were to stand on the ends of the 
mercy-seat, and thus teach us that the Church has 
her foundation in the Lord Jesus Christ. He is 
the true mercy-seat, and on Him she is built. 
*' Other foundation can no man lay than that which 
is laid, Christ Jesus." 

Not only do we see the true resting-place of the 
Church, but as these cherubim stood at each end 
of the mercy-seat, and looked down upon it, they 
gazed upon the whole length and breadth of it. 
The eye dwelt on the full range of blessings 
which that mercy-seat contained. So is it with 
the Church. As she stands on that solid founda- 
tion, she feels that every blessing is hers. The 
height and depth, the length and breadth of that 
love which passeth knowledge is underneath her. 
She is "blessed with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ." There is not one 
spiritual blessing which is not hers. Standing on 
that glorious rock, she exclaims with the Apostle, 
"All things" are mine, "Whether Paul, or 
Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, 
or things present, or things to come ; all are yours ; 
and ye are Christ's, and Christ is God^s." 

"JL23d iinQ cherubim shall stretch forth their 
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wings on high, covering the mercy-seat with their 
wings, and their faces shall look one to another ; 
toward the mercy-seat shall the faces of the 
cherubim be." The outstretched wings over the 
mercy-seat thus formed a kind of chaiiot, on which 
the cloud of glory, the vehicle and sjTnbol of God's 
presence, rested, — as we find it in the twenty- 
second verse, " There I will meet with thee, and I 
will commune with thee front above the mercy- 
seat." One striking truth, however, is presented 
in the words, "Their faces shall look one to 
another; toward the mercy-seat shall the face of the 
cherubim be." We are thus taught that the mercy- 
seat is the great object of adoring wonder and 
praise; and that, though their gaze is fixed upon 
tY, it does not hinder them from looking on each 
other. So will it be in resurrection glory. Christ 
shall be the great theme of adoration and praise 
throughout eternity. We shall gaze with rapture 
upon His matchless beauty, and yet behold each 
other with delight and joy. We shall behold His 
glory beaming froni the countenances of those we 
love. " In His light we shall see light." The 
joys and friendships of this world shall be renewed 
in His presence without their sins and sorrows, 
their shadows and clouds, their infirmities and 
failings. Even now we "look one to another," 
just in proportion as we look to the true mercy- 
seat, Christ Jesus. We "look one toward anothet^' 
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and recognise His image. We love as brethren. 
We have one Father and God, one glorious home 
on high, one eternal bond that has bound us for 
ever. The more we turn our "face toward the 
mercy-seat" the more will our ** faces look one to 
another," 

We see this truth confirmed by a similar view of 
the seraphim, in the sixth of Isaiah. There the 
redeemed in glory are again symbolised by these 
glorious beings. As they gaze upon the Lorfl 
Jesus, sitting on His throne of glory, we are told 
" owe cried unto another, Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord of hosts." Yes, even now, where Jesus is the 
subject, though we may differ widely in other 
matters, we still " cry one to another" Our praise 
is one. Our joy is one. Our hearts' resting-place 
is one. There is no discordant note. The • same 
cry goes forth from the lips of one as from another, 
'* Holy, holy, holy," " Worthy is the Lamb." 

But again. The mercy-seat and the cherubim 
were to be for ever united. How forcibly we are 
reminded of the beautiful words of our Lord, 
" Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast 
given me he mth me wJiere I am, that they may 
behold my glory." Yes, precious Saviour, sin- 
defiled, and ruined, and helpless though we are, 
Thou canst not do without us ! That home would 
be no home to Thee, were Thy blood-bought ones 
nol with Thee, Oh wondrous love I Oh deepest 
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mystery ! And that time is at hand. We shall 
soon be " for ever with the Lord." The cherubim 
and the mercy-seat shall be manifested as one, never 
to be seen apart. Lord, hasten that glorious consum- 
mation ! Thy people sigh and cry for Thy return ! 
Creation groans and travails ! Oh, come quickly, 
Lord, and take the kingdom for Thine own ! 

" There will I commune with thee from above the 
mercy-seat, from between the two cherubim which 
are upon the ark of the testimony." <• The testimony 
of two men is true." They are faithful witnesses, 
and these two cherubim were witnesses to the 
mercy-seat. They show us that the redeemed in 
glory will be witnesses throughout eternity to 
God's faithfulness and love and mercy. As they 
gaze upon the abyss, from which they have been 
rescued, they will sing a louder song, and strike 
a sweeter chord on their golden harp& They 
will bear witness to His grace that rescued 
them, His love that followed them through life, 
His faithfulness in preserving them hour after 
hour. Oh, how will those notes of praise resound 
through the courts of glory ! How loud will be 
the song to the riches of God's grace ! 

One more truth taught by the cherubim, and I 
close. They were carried forward by the Leviteg 
through the wilderness, under the guidance of the 
cloudy pillar. The holy furniture, when it was 
thus carried forward, had two coveruL^. tV>ss 
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inner one was the beautiful veil. Its outer was 
the. covering of badger-skins. The inner, or hidden 
one, was of beautiful workmanship. The outer, 
and visible one, was the rough and unsightly cover- 
ing of the badger-skin. How beautifully did that 
tabernacle, in its passage through the wilderness, 
foreshadow the Man of sorrows in His journey 
through this world ! The outward eye fell on 
Him, and exclaimed, "He hath no form nor 
comeliness, and when we shall see Him there is 
no beauty that we should desire Him." "Out- 
wardly He was as the tabernacle, covered with 
the badger-skins. Those who would see the 
beauty and glory, must go within the tabernacle, 
must look at Jesus with the eye of faith. They 
must be led to Him by the Spirit of God. They 
must leave the world outside, and gaze upon the 
riches of His grace within the veil. Without, 
there is the Man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief. Within, there is the beauty and glory of 
the Son of God — the peace, the joy, the gladness 
of heart, the royal robes, and the kingly crown, 
which they shall wear who tread the courts of 
the Lord's tabernacle, as it passes through the 
wilderness. O reader ! have you gone within 1 
or are you only gazing upon Christ at a distance ? 
Have you gone within 1 Have you seen His 
beauty and glory? Is Christ precious to your 
heart? What is Jesus to you now? sinner I 
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enter within, and see for thyself what a glorious 
Saviour Jesus is ! Christian ! enter within, live 
within ! Press nearer and nearer to Go4 If for 
a moment thy sinful heart lead thee out, oh stay 
not there ! Get hack as quickly as possible. Get 
back again through the sprinkled blood. Get back 
from the world's hollow laughter, from the world's 
false glare and, glitter, from the poisonous atmos- 
phere that broods over it. Get back within the 
veil as quickly as thou canst, and when the Lord 
shall come may He find thee there, hidden in the 
clefts of the Eock of ages. May this be thy por- 
tion now, and then, for Jesus Christ's sake ! 



Lord, the waves are breaking o'er me and around, 
Oft of coming tempest I hear the moaning sound : 
Here there is no safety, rocks on either hand ; 
'Tis a foreign roadstead, a strange and hostile land. 
Wherefore should I linger ? others gone before 
Long since safe are landed, on a calm and friendly shore. 
Now the sailing orders, in mercy. Lord, bestow, 
Loose the cable, let me go 1 

Lord, the night is closing round my feeble barque ; 
How shall I encounter its watches, long and dark ? 
Sadly worn and shattered by many a billow past, 
Can I stand another rude and stormy blast ? 
Ah ! the promised haven I never may attain, . 
Sinking and forgotten amid the lonely main. , 
Enemies around me, gloomy depths below, 
Lcose.ihe cable, let me go 1 
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Lord, I would be near Thee, with Thee where Thou art. 
Thine own word hath said it, " 'tii better to depart ; *' 
There to serve Thee better, there to love Thee more, 
With Thy ransomed people to worship and adore. 
Ever to Thy presence Thou dost call Thine own ; 
Why am I remaining, helpless and alone ? 
Oh ! to see Thy glory. Thy wondrous love to know ! 
Loose the cable, let me go ! 

Lord, the lights are gleaming from the distant shore 
Where no billows threaten, where no tempests roar ; 
Long beloved voices calling me I hear, 
Oh ! how sweet their summons falls upon my ear ! 
Here are foes and strangers, faithless hearts, and cold, 
There is fond affection, fondly proved of old. 
Let me haste to join them : may it not be so ? 
Loose the cable, let me go ! 

Hark, the solemn answer ! hark, the promise sure, 
" Blessed are the servants who to the end endure ! " 
Tet a little longer, hope and tarry on ; 
Yet & little longer, weak and weary one ! 
More to perfect patience, to grow in faith and love ; 
More my strength, and wisdom, and faithfulness to prove : 
Then the sailing orders the Captain shall bestow, 
Loose the cable, let thee go ! 
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III. 

THE GUEST CHAMBER, 

Luke xxii. 1-14. 

Jerusalem, with all its religious festivals and 
ordinances, was externally what it had ever been. 
Year by year these festivals came round and found 
the people in the same beaten path, strictly atten- 
tive to the outward act, and scrupulously so in a 
superincumbent mass of details nowhere prescribed 
in God's law. It has ever been the case, that a 
religion decaying in vitality has increased its ex- 
ternal rites as well as its scrupulosity in attending 
to them. It would seem as if conscience were 
accusing the inner heart, on account of its decline, 
and that in order to silence its reproofs, it would 
make up for internal vitality by external cere- 
monies. It is in this way that a form of godliness 
is so deceptive. It looks all the more beautiful for 
the absence of life, just as the polished marble, 
which takes in not one ray of the sun's warmth, 
reflects its beams all the more brightly. The corpse 
looks often much more beautiful, than previous to 
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the departure of the spirit from its tabernacle. So 
it is often with religion, in its external form. 

So it was with Jerusalem here. Its religion was 
not only a decaying thing, it had decayed. The 
life — the true life of God — ^had gone out of it. It 
was the body without the soul. How do we prove 
this? The opening words of this chapter show 
us — "And the chief priests and scribes sought how 
they might kill Him." Jesus was — Jesus is — the 
life of all true religion. They would not have 
Him. They sought to kill Him. 

And yet He must be killed. The feast of the 
passover drew nigh. At that feast God s own word 
had declared that the people should " take to them 
every man a lamb ; " that it should be " slain be- 
tween the two evenings ; " that its blood should be 
" sprinkled on the doorposts and the lintel " of the 
houses wherein they dwelt ; that they should " eat 
the flesh" of the slain lamb in the houses where 
they dwelt. (See Exodus xii.). The day and the 
hour came round. Where was the lamb ? Where 
the blood ? Where the flesh to eat ? Jesus must 
needs be slain. He was the Lamb ; His the blood ; 
His the flesh to eat. God was providing the lamb 
while these chief priests and scribes were the blind 
instruments. They were planning, plotting, work- 
ing hard, while God was overruling. Every step 
of theirs was carrying out His end while blindly 
imagining they were carrying out only their own. 
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But who was to betray the Saviour ? — A disciple. 
Where was He to be betrayed? — In the Church. 
Yes ; it has ever been that the Lord has been 
betrayed by His Church. Had it been tnte to Him, 
how His cause would have triumphed ! But He 
and His cause have been betrayed in the Church. 
There the betrayer ha§ arisen. There the cause 
has suffered^ 

Satan is first in the scene here. Is he not first 
in every scene 1 He is the ruling spirit at all times 
in the world, but he never appears in his true 
character as when he enters the Churchy or when 
he is displayed in a disciple. The betrayal of the 
Lord Jesus came not from the world : it came from 
a diadple. What- a humbling thought 1 Therefore 
we are told that in him specially the devil was' 
seen. The very contrast of discipleship only made 
this the plainer. The disciple can do what th& 
world cannot — betray the Master ! The disciple has 
means and ways to carry out this end that the 
world has never thought of. Surely, Satan is con- 
spicuous there in a way that he is not among even 
the " chief priests and captains ! " 

Yes ; the devil is the actor, the disciple the" 
instrument; and thus, as is always the case, the 
Saviour suffers and dies. But we are told some- 
thing of this disciple in words sufficiently ominous: 
&t the very outset : " Then entered Satan into. 
JudaSt suiaiamed Iscariot, being of the, uuTabcsr ^^ 
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tLe twelve." It is as if the Spirit of God would 
say, " He had no other part with the Lord's people 
than being of the number." The numerical part was 
the only connection between him and the Saviour, 
or between him and the Lord's people. 
. Satan is never at rest. Where he enters it is to 
work, to be active. Therefore it is said that when 
he entered into Judas " he went his way." It is 
called " his way." How so, if he were the blind 
instrument of another? Because he, in the first 
place, yielded himself; and "to whom ye yield 
yourselves servant's to obey, his servants ye are to 
whom ye obey." Our yielding makes us responsible 
for every act of the one to whom we yield ourselves. 
Therefore the way Judas took is not said to be 
Satan's way, but "his own." 

Whenever the disciple leaves the presence of 
Jesus to make the world " glad," Christ must suffer 
in His cause as well as in the heart of that disciple. 
We cannot leave the presence of Jesus to go into 
the world, without making it richer and ourselves 
poorer ; without making it glad and ourselves 
sorrowful. Nor can we go back to the presence of 
the Saviour from the world without carrying the 
spirit of the world along with us. Judas made the 
enemies of the Lord " glad." He came back to the 
presence of Jesus, bringing in his heart what he 
had not when he left the side of Jesus — a powerful 
etlmulant to sin in the reward offered by the world.' 
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"What a scene was displayed in that upper room ! 
"What a picture of the world in which we live ! 
There was one as near to Jesus as saint can ever 
be, whether in heaven or earth — on His bosom. 
There was another as far off as man can be, even 
possessed by the very person of Satan ! In the 
very presence of the Lord Himself, in the holiest 
of all assemblies, there was a traitor. Oh, may 
there not be such a traitor in the heart of the 
holiest ? May we not, in the midst of our holiest 
things, have a heart that is nourishing a traitor? 
Even where the Lord is, there stands Judas. 

But now let us turn and look at the preparation 
for the passover. "Then came the day of un- 
leavened bread, when the passover must be killed. 
And he sent Peter and John, saying. Go and pre- 
pare us the passover, that we may eat. And they 
said unto Him, Where wilt Thou that we pre- 
pare 1 " 

The disciple must not only do God's work, but 
do it where He would have it done. If the Master 
is to feast with us, it must be in the place and in 
the way He appoints. We must follow His bid- 
ding, in dependence on His word; and He will 
surely guide us to the right path, the right man, 
the right house, and the right room. Going for- 
ward, as the disciples did here, with his instruc- 
tions in the memory and heart, and following these, 
and these only, we shall surely have \J!l<^ ^^^jmSssos. 
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to feast with us — "I will come in to him and will 
sup with him, and he with me." " And he said 
unto them, Behold, when ye are entered into the 
city, there shall a man meet you, bearing a pitcher 
of water; follow him into the house where he 
entereth in." 

Two striking truths are brought before us in the 
passage just quoted. The first is, How far should 
a Christian follow the leadings of Providence? 
In answer to the question, " Where wilt Thou that 
we prepare ? " the Lord Jesus simply directs- them 
to go into the city, and when they were there, they 
should be directed. They were to see a man bear- 
ing a pitcher of water. This was an unusual occur- 
rence. To have seen a woman bearing the pitcher, 
would have been an ordinary event. We see here, 
however, that the first step was obedience to the 
Lord's word ; afterwards they should see the signs 
He had pointed out. First of all, obedience to the 
word, and then they should see and might follow 
the leadings of Providence. Before a Christian can 
feel himself justified in following the leadings of 
Providence, he must be in the same place as the 
disciples were here. They were in the presence of 
Jesus, listening to His instructions, treasuring them 
up in memory and heart, and acting implicitly on 
them. These things comprise nearness to Jesus^ 
looking to Jesus, trusting in Jesus, and obedience 
to Jesus. This is the state of heart b^ man must be 
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'in if he would safely follow the leading of Provi- 
dence. To follow providential leadings without 
this, we shall follow whal? we think is the leading 
of the Lord, but only because it accords with some 
favourite plan we had chalked out for ourselves. 
How often are such leadings followed, and we 
come to find they have been but the following out 
our own inclinations or likings. We have decided 
on some course, and anxiously look out for some 
favourable turn in circupistances to give it sanction. 
Some coincidence happens, rather strange and un- 
expected, and this is looked upon as a voice from 
heaven, as a leading of Providence I "We come to 
find, in after-years, that it was a mistake; and 
although God makes " all things," even our mis- 
takes, " work together for good to them that love 
Him," we have to reap the bitter fruits. We 
followed our own heart's secret wish or liking — 
perhaps unconsciously — and fondly persuaded our- 
selves it was the Lord's way made now very plain ! 
Yes, dear Christian reader, such mistakes as these 
you will always be making, unless you are in the 
place of the disciples here. If you are noty you 
have no warrant whatever for expecting any such 
manifestation on your behalf. You sin in expect- 
ing it. They to whom such plain providential 
leadings were vouchsafed here when they should 
enter the city, were men who loved the Saviour, 
followed Him^ were in His verj igit^^«tv<ii^^>c^\Kvssxs!^ 
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to His word, and going forth through the world 
with that word hid within them, and with it only 
as their guide. Is this the case with you, reader 1 
Do you follow Jesus — follow Him through evil 
report and through good 1 Do you live in His 
presence? Are you near to His side, listening to 
His wortl, following its instructions in all things ? 
Then indeed you will be safe in expecting the Lord 
to give you some gracious tokens of the way, in 
giving you some providential evidence that you are 
right, that you may go onward in the path. You 
shall not miss the way then, nor will you be ready 
to take as the Lord's leading any coincidence be- 
cause it happens to favour a preconceivec}. plan or 
some secretly cherished wish. Rest assured that 
the heart that is not living very near to God is in 
no fit state to judge of what are leadings of Provi- 
dence. It will, it must, go wrong. It requires 
faithfulness of heart, sincerity of purpose, a single 
eye to God's glory, and a well-balanced mind and 
judgment to decide on the leadings of Providence ; 
and these things are only to be had by a life spent 
in God's presence. Say not " This is hard ; this is 
too high a standard." Enoch walked with God 
under far less light than you have, and with as 
many cares on his back. What he did, all God's 
people may do. Sit not still, Christian. Rest not 
satisfied with present attainments, whatever they 
jnay he. Higher and higher still ! Nearer and 
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yet nearer to Jesus ! Press towards the mark. 
Press on through the world, the flesh, the devil. 
Press through sins and failings, through wander- 
ings and weaknesses, through shadows and clouds 
and darkness. Oh, press on nearer and yet nearer 
to Jesus ! 

We are taught another important truth in this 
verse : that the Lord will make His way plain after 
our obedience. We often ask, like the disciples 
here, " Where wilt Thou ? " " What course shall I 
adopt?" " Where shall I go ?" " What will be the 
issue of this? " What is the Lord's answer? "Go 
into the city." Take the first path open before 
you. Leave the future. Follow the Lord; obey 
implicitly His word. Take the first step before 
you, though you only see that one. You walk by 
faith, and therefore one step at a time is quite 
enough. Take this step. God will make every 
other plain. When the disciples had gone into the 
city — then, but not till then, they saw the man 
with a pitcher, the house, the goodman, and the 
room. Do you the same ; and depend upon it the 
same result will follow ; you will be guided to the 
right place, and you will find that in following 
the Lord fully, He has brought you into a guest- 
chamber, where He will sup with you and you with 
Him. The joy of the Lord will be yours. 

" Follow him into the house where he entereth 
in." Here we have another important tt\it.lL\«ax!ss^5i&* 
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before ue. When the Lord Jesus seeks a place in 
our hearts and homes, He does not force us against 
Dur wills. He does not ask us to go another "way, 
or to go to another house, or to lay down tho 
pitcher and take up some other duty. No ; grace 
never does this. It says, " Carry your pitcher, go 
to your house, but let me go along with you." It 
would only sanctify our callings and duties. It 
would ask for a place in them all. We shall have 
all the better duties, all the happier homes, all 
th3 more joyful guest-chambers, for having Jesus 
along with us. And there should be no duty, no 
calling, no home, no guest-chamber, where He 
cannot be taken, where He cannot be glorified. 
reader ! remember this, and cling to Jesus ! Go 
nowhere, do nothing, say nothing, unless you can 
have Him with you. Live for Him, for Him only. 
Is there anything else worth living for here ? Oh, 
nothing 1 Live for Him, with Him, in Him ! He 
only, who thus lives, truly lives. Life without 
Him as the chief moving spring is sleep, slumber, 
death! 

But though there are no compulsions in true 
religion, though the Lord asks us only for a place 
in everything, yet where He comes, He comes to 
reign ; where He is admitted. He will only enter 
as a sovereign. " And ye shall say to the goodman 
of the house. The Master saith unto thee. Where 
^ the gxie&i chamber, where I shall eat the passover 
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with my disciples?*' The word is, "the Master 
saith." Into that heart or that home where He is 
about to take up His abode, He will enter only as 
" the Master." All within must bend to His will 
All must subserve His glory. He, and only He, 
must sit on the throne there ; and every will, every 
affection, every plan, every duty, must become His 
subject. Yea, the husband, the wife, every child, 
every relative, every servant within that house, 
must come under the influence of His laws. The 
goodman of that house must know, and know it 
from the Lord Himself, that in his own house and 
home there is " a Master " even over him. 

But mark another truth taught here from the 
message of the Lord to this ** goodman" and to 
this "housa" "Wliere is the guest-chamber, 
where I shall eat the passover with my disciples f " 
Mark, reader, the inseparable connection between 
Christ and His disciples. It is not " where I shall 
eat the passover." No. That is never the mes- 
sage of Jesus. It is *' where I shall eat with my 
(iisciples" 

Where the Lord Jesus finds a heart and a home, 
there too must His people find the same hearty 
welcome. He will not dwell where they cannot 
find a welcome. Think you, dear reader, that He 
who said, " I have heartily desired to eat this pass- 
over with yoic" would have entered that dwelling 
e:^cept on this condition — "with m"^ d\&^Y^^^V' 
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Listen to His own words, applicable as mncli i6 
the present time as to the future, " Father, I will 
that they also whom Thou hast given me be with 
me where I arru" Dear reader, if yours be not a 
heart or home that can joyfully admit the disciple, 
there the Master will not dwell. Say not, " He is 
so peculiar," or, " He holds views so different from 
mine," or, " He is so opi)Osed to my own particular 
system that I cannot take him to my heart" Oh 
narrow-hearted soul ! Go and see if thou canst 
carry that spirit into the presence of God I These 
are the very things that will prove the character of 
thy religion. These are the things that will lest 
thy forbearance and patience and love. If thy 
religion be good for anything, it will stand this 
test. If it have the stamp of heaven, it will bear 
all for the Master^s sake. O reader ! ask for this 
large-heartedness ! Ask for this love to the Master 
that will overleap every barrier. Ask for that large 
heart and loving spirit that will scorn to let such 
paltry differences come between thy soul and Jesus. 
Remember the word of the Lord Jesus to thee — " / 
a7id my diseiples." 

Yes, reader, this word is to tJiee. Mark the 
individuality of it in this passage — " And ye shall 
say to the goodman of the house. The Master saith 
unto thee, Where is the guest chamber ? " Reader, 
hast thou a place in thine heart for the Master? 
Is there a chamber there for Him which He can 
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inake a guest chamber ? or is thy heart like the inn 
of Bethlehem, which had room for everything and 
every one but Jesus ? The message comes now to 
thee, as surely as it did of old, ** Where is the 
guest chamber?" Where is it, reader? Is it in 
thy heart? Is it in thy household? The voice 
that cried of old, " Adam, where art thou ? " still 
cries aloud to each heart, " JVhere is the guest 
chamber ? " 

Reader, with eternity before thee, with the awful 
concerns of a never-dying soul hanging on the issues 
of this question, I ask thee solemnly before God, 
" Hast tJum a place in thine heart for the Master ? " 
Oh ! sad case for thee if thou hast not Turn not 
away from looking this matter in the face. Say 
not, ** This was a well-prepared, furnished room, but 
my heart is not prepared ; my heart is not fur- 
nished; it is all sinful and vile and wretched." 
Jesus will enter in if thou art ready and willing to 
take Him. He will make it fit for Him. He will 
furnish it for Himself. He Himself is all that is 
needed to make the chamber " all glorious within." 
Thou canst not make it ready thyself. Thou canst 
not furnish it by any amount of effort of thine own. 
Every such effort is sin. Christ is standing at the 
door. Oh let Him in, and all will then be done. 
He will then make that chamber a guest chamber, 
a place of joy and gladness, a place of song and 
victory. Only, sinner, let Him in. T'eka'^&xsa.^^ 
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thy Saviour. Look at Him as having forgiven all 
thine iniquities, as having pardoned all thy sins. 
Look at the cross and see it all done, and done, 
sinner, for thee. Cease from all thine men doings, 
and accept just as thou art, a poor, bankrupt soul, 
the finished work of Jesus. Take this finished 
salvation, this all-sufl&cient, ever-loving Saviour, 
into thine heart now. Listen to the sounds of 
redeeming love ringing in thine ears from heaven, 
in answer to the deep-seated inquiry in thy soul, 
" What must I do to be saved ? " " It is finished/'' 
Nothing to be done to save thyself ; thou hast been 
isaved by the doin-g of another. Fling thine own 
doings to the winds. Receive, and receive nowi 
the doing of another — Jesus. He has doTve the 
work. He has saved thy soul. " It is finished ! " 
Canst thou not receive it 1 Oh listen, believe, and 
rejoice ! 

Master of a household, head of a family, owner 
of an establishment with servants under thee, and 
for whose moral as well as spiritual welfare thou 
art responsible, " the Master saith unto thee^ Where 
is the guest chamber?" Are all the members of 
thy household children of God ? Are thy children 
daily trained up "in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord 1 " Are thy servants taught that they 
serve not thee but the Lord Christ? Art thou 
living before them as a witness for Jesus ? Is there 
something of heaven about thee and thy children 
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and thy houseliold 7 Master ! master I "tJie Master 
saith unto thee. Where is the guest chamber?'' 
What anawer canst thou make to God in these 
matters ? Say not, " I pay them well ; I work my 
servants not too hard ; they have plenty of oppor- 
tunities of attending to these things ; I don't meddle 
with their religion ; it is entirely a matter between 
their own souls and God." Master, say not so 1 Thou 
art deceiving thyself. Thou art responsible, in no 
small degree, for the state of their souls. On thee, 
master, will be visited their blood if thou see not 
to this matter. The ruin of their souls will only 
drag thee down deeper into hell if thou dismiss the 
matter in this way. Hast thou done all thou canst 
to set Christ before them ? Hast thou, without 
forcing or intruding injudiciously, spoken to them 
about their never-dying souls? Hast thou set 
"the truth" before them, and set them in the 
way of the truth, as well as thou art able to do it? 
Master, thou art responsible, and one day thou 
wilt see it. See that thou "refuse not Him that 
speaketh ! " 

Minister of Christ, " the Master saith unto thee, 
Where is the gnest chamber ? " Is there a place in 
thy heart and home for Jesus ? Ah ! thou wilt 
never speak to the hearts of others if Jesus be not 
living and abiding in thine own heart ! Art thou 
living near to Him^ Hying in the light of His 
countenance ? • Does thy spirit pant tor H.vb^\ 
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Canst thoa hear to live ouUide of Hb sweety 
golemniiring, hoi j pfesence f Is Chnst earned with 
thee into the pulpit^ into the pariAj into the 
cottage^ to the dinner-tahle and the drawing-room % 
— Christ in thy heart, Christ on thy lips, Christ in 
thr conduct f Minister, of whatsoever denomination 
thoa art, ^ the Master saith unto ihee^ THiere is 
the gnest chamber t " 

O reader! ponder these things» Feamestly heseech 
thee. live not on without Chnst in thy guest 
chamher ! Make room for Him and His, though 
everything else he shut ont ! Let not the world or 
the flesh or the devil make a fool of thee hy shutting 
out thy nearest and dearest Friend. The world 
shuts Him out : oh, take thou Him in. The world 
will have none of Him : do thou make Him thy 
AIL It is hut for << a little while ! " Oh, to meet 
Him with His hrand upon our hrow and His right 
glad welcome in our hearts ! ^ Heir of gloiy," may 
this he ^ for thee and me ! " 



I bare been alone with Jesoa, 

My bead upon His breast^ 
For I was so very weaiy, 

I wanted there to rest. 
I have been alone with Jesos^ 

He bade me stay awhile. 
And I felt it very predoos, 

The sandiine of His smiloL 
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For I was weary, weary, and longed to be at rest, 
And oh ! it was so peaceful there, while leaning on 
His breast. 

Shall I tell you what I told Him 

While I was waiting there ? 
I told Him all my trouble, 
I told Him all my care. 
I told Him Satan's whisperings 

Oft called me into sin ; 
And I asked Him if I might not 
For ever stay with Him ? 
For I was weary, weary, and longed to be at rest. 
And oh ! it was so peaceful there, while leaning on 
His breast. 

Shall I tell you what He told me 

While I was waiting there ? 
For it took away my trouble. 

It took away my care. 
He told me how He loved me. 

His wayward, erring child. 
And I felt so very happy. 

For still on me He smiled. 
For I was weary, weary, and longed to be at rest. 
And oh ! it was so peaceful there, while leaning on 

His breast. 

S 

Then He told me I was welcome 

To stay with Him for aye ; 
And He said that He could never 

Cast His loving child away. 
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" Hitfk ! " He Mid, " I am jour Savkmr. 
rock Iitaiid, 
beneath My 
in the land." 
▼ay precioin^ to kaa 



Come and 
When 
Oh ! 'tis precioin^ 



For when the heart ia weary, tia the only plaoe of 
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IV. 
HOLY COMMUNION. 

I COBINTRIANa xL 23-26. 

Disorder and confusion had arisen in the Church 
of Corinth. Heresies of various kinds had, even, 
at that early period, crept into it These heresies 
had hecome pre-eminently conspicuous with regard 
to the Lord's Supper. Some came together simply 
to satisfy the craving of the carnal appetite, with- 
out any reference to the solemn character with 
wliich the Saviour Himself, in His dying hour, 
had invested that ordinance. One was hungry, 
another was drunken. Shame crimsoned the coun- 
tenances of all those among them who were the 
Lord's, and who had His honour at heart. 

Much of this, in all probability, arose from igno* 
ranee rather than from wilful sin. Still, when dis- 
order, confusion, and every evil work creeps into 
the Church, what is the Divine remedy 1 It is tO; 
bring Christ into the midst^Christ in His ^^\>L^ 
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Christ in His example, Christ as we know Him in 
our own experience. This is the instrumentality 
by which the Spirit of God would set all things 
right. 

And it is thus the Apostle strives to meet the 
state of things in the Church of Corinth. Ho 
administers reproof, rebuke, warning, exhortation, 
and then he brings before them the word and 
example of the Lord Jesus, as taught him by reve- 
lation in the first place, and by the Holy Spirit in 
the second. 

With what a solemn announcement does he open 
the passage under consideration ! — " I have received 
of the Lord Jesus that which also I delivered unto 
you." Oh that every minister, when he comes 
before his congtegation, could say the same ! Oh 
that every minister, on looking back over his minis- 
terial life, were able to say to his people, "That 
which I have delivered unto you, I have received 
from the Lord Jesus ! " With what solemnity would 
the words issuing from the ambassador's lips be 
invested ! What a weight of responsibility would 
they entail ! And yet this is what the messenger 
of Christ should always be able to say. There is 
sadly too much of human wisdom, too much of man 
in the message. The Lord cannot bless it. If we 
have not gone to God for what we are about to 
utter, if we have not received our message from 
I/imseff, in His own presence, how can God use it 1 



HOLY COMMUNION. 51 

If it has been the effect of study merely, of critical 
research, of deep thought, of long and anxious pre- 
paration, it may be a good sermon, a good lecture 
or address, but how can God use it to the heart / 
Ah I it may be excellent and beautiful, but it lacks 
•* the one thing needful " — the breath of God — the 
unction of the Spirit. With all this that makes 
it acceptable to our evangelical congregations, and 
draws men in crowds to listen, it has not been 
" received from the Lord Jesus." 

Christian minister, whoever you may be, go to 
Gcd Himself for your message. Go into His pre- 
sence, and there plead, strive, pant, for a blessing. 
Get your heart filled, first of all, with His love, 
with His message to your own soul, and then the 
Spirit of God will fill the message from your lips, 
no matter how feeble may be the utterance. Go 
with a heart full from His presence, and speak as 
a dying man to the dying around you. Let your 
conscience be able to testify to those whom you are 
about to address, that you '* have received of the 
Lord " that which also you are about to deliver unto 
them. Then you will not have to complain, as so 
many do, " I have been labouring for years in this 
parish or over this congregation, and see little or no 
fruit of my labours. I am discouraged and cast 
down." Ah, ambassador of Christ, change your 
plan I Trust less than you have done to your 
preaching, your research, your afewd^, ^^H» ^^^'^a 
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with God. Breathe thai atmosphere more than you 
have done. Depend upon it, the secret cause is here, 
and nowhere else. Not in the people, not in the 
place, not in any circumstances connected with it. 
It is in your own heart. You have thought much 
of your study, your research, your own powers, and 
God has " blown upon " them. " Why 1 saith the 
Lord of hosts. Because of mine house that is 
waste — my secret presence ^ that is not valued as it 
ought to &e." Lord of light and love and mercy, 
ay this message solemnly on the heart of every 
messenger of Thine, for Thy dear name's sake. 

And remember at all times what you are^— a 
"receiver." So said St. Paul. "I have received 
of the Lord." We can receive everything from 
God, but can give Him nothing. We are but 
" vessels of mercy." A " vessel " will take in any- 
thing we put into it, but it can give us nothing. 
The Christian is the same. Whatever he has from 
God, it is as a receiver, as a vessel, as a debtor to 
sovereign grace. We must bear this in mind every 
step of our way. God will put His treasure only 
into ** earthen vessels." As vessels, we must 
come to Him, hour after hour, to be filled. As 
vessels, we must be emptied by His Spirit, and 
laid very low at the feet of Jesus. Then will He 
fill us. We shall receive from Him that message 
that will tell on the hearts of others. There will 
then be less of the taint of our own evil hearts to 
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mar its beauty, and deprive that message of its 
healing power. 

But the Apostle continues, " that the Lord Jesus, 
the same night in which He was betrayed, took 
bread : and when He had given thanks. He brake 
it, and said. Take, eat ; this is my body which is 
broken for you." What a beautiful and expressive 
figure is that under which He presents Himself to 
us in this passage — " bread." Bread is our prin- 
cipal food. We could do* without much other 
food ; we cannot do without this. We 7nu8t have 
it, have it daily, or else we droop and die. So it 
is with Christ. He is the bread of the soul. We 
can do without much other spiritual food; we 
cannot do without Him. We must have Him, 
have Him daily — yea, every hour of the day. 
Without Him, our spiritual life decays and dies. 
Without Him, death reigns in the souL Without 
Him, we are but gathered thorns, brands fit for the 
burning. 

But " bread " is the life of the body. Through 
what a process it has to pass before it can become 
food, before it can sustain life ! It was a com of 
wheat cast into the ground to die. It grew up, — 
the blade, the ear, and the full com in the ear. 
It was cut dotDTif winnowed, ground into flour, and 
finally subjected to the fiery process of the oven. 
Then, but not till then, could it be food iot the 
•body. Oh, beauteous emblem of tke Loitd i^^'ssia.V 
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He was that com of wheat. He grew up a tender 
plant before His Father. He was cut down by our 
sin. He was bruised for our iniquities. " The 
chastisement of our peace was upon Him." The 
fire of God's wrath descended upon Him on 
Calvary, and thus He became the food of our souls. 
It is a onicifisd Saviour that is now our life, our 
food. And thus it was shown in type with regard 
to the lamb. " Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at 
all with water, but rotist mth fire " (Exod. xii. 9). 
It is this bruised and smitten, this suffering, bleed- 
ing, dying Jesus that is our life, our food, our 
strength, our all. The bread is not food before it 
has been in the oven. The lamb could not be food 
while it was rata. So it is not Christ in His life 
or in His example that is the souPs salvation. No. 
It is Christ in His death. This is the *^ bread" 
and only this. 

And mark the timfi, too, in which the Saviour 
gave this bread to His disciples. " The Lord 
Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed" 
It is surely not without its meaning that this bread 
was given to His people just at the time when He 
was betrayed by His disciple, and about to be 
crucified by His people and by the world. It is 
now the " night " dispensation. It is now that the 
world is crucifying the Son of God, despising His 
grace and mercy, and putting Him to open shame. 
.But more than this. We are living in days when 
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disciples are batraying their Master, We see the 
Church betraying His cause, playing into the hands 
of the world, and obtaining its reward at the ex- 
pense of the Saviour's denial. On every side, in 
the Church of God, this spirit is entering in. The 
cross is irksome. The narrow way is too hard. 
Separation to God is a thing to be heard from the 
pulpit, but not plainly seen in the heart and life 
of God's people. Oh the deadening influence of the 
world ! How unconsciously we are dragged down 
its stream ! Where are the unmistakable marks 
of heaven on God's chosen ones 1 Where is now 
to be seen the sneer, the curled lip, the distant 
attitude towards them which the world once 
assumed. They are becoming less and less seen. 
Why? The Church and the world have eflfected 
a compromise. Oh ! it is an evil day. Kationalism, 
Eomanism, Eitu&lism, and worldliTiess—ihis last the 
worst of all — are rolling in upon us like a flood. 
Oh, speak not of the " good time coming." It is 
an evil time, a dark and cloudy day. It is a day 
of mourning and woe ; a day when "the sea and 
the waves" — the vapid passions of the populace — 
are beginning to " roar," and when all things shall 
be out of course. The " good time coming I^' 
Believe it not, expect it not, till Jesus comes in 
the clouds of heaven. Then shall be the good 
time, such as earth has never yet seen. Then shall 
it bo — songs of victory in that day. TlasxL ^^^J^*^ 
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be — " everlasting joy upon our heads." Never till 
then. 

It was surely significant, then, that at this dark 
hour He should have taken bread, and given it to 
His disciples. He seems to say, " Believer, in the 
hour when I am betrayed, when darkness gathers 
roimd, when sin is beginning to roll in like a flood, 
then feed on me ; live near to me ; remember me." 
Oh, surely this is the lesson ! Now, more than 
ever, let us live on Jesus. Now, more than ever, 
let Him be the food, the life, the peace, the joy of 
our souls. Now, more than ever, the cry, '* None 
but Jesus." reader ! the darkness is growing 
darker and darker ! Be faithful to Him ! Cling 
to Him as you never have done before ! It is but 
for a ** little while ; " but oh, that little while will 
be a solemn, a trying one. May God keep you 
faithful in the midst of it ! Only Ho can. 

"And when He had given thanks, He brake it." 
Everything in this narrative is significant. The 
Lord's supper is emphatically a feast. It is a joyous 
commemoration. It is an occasion of thanksgiving ; 
for it speaks only of comfort, peace, and joy to the 
believer. It tells him that sin has been for ever 
put away by the death of Christ, Oh, should not 
this make us " thankful ? " It tells him that guilt 
is gone, wrath gone, condemnation gone — and gone 
for ever. Oh, surely this is a cause of thankful- 
ness I Foot, needy, faint-hearted sinner, just touch- 
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ing, with a trembling hand, the hem of the Saviour's 
garment, go not to this table with a downcast 
countenance and a heavy heart ! Go not with 
iear and trembling and dread ! Go with humility, 
yet with joy. Go with a deep sense of thine 
unworthiness, but go with a heart filled with thank- 
fulness, and lips full of praise. Go thus. Thy 
Master right gladly bids thee, and has Himself set 
thee the example. Then thou wilt receive that 
supper as He Himself received it ; and could you 
receive it better .than He did ? 

♦* This do in remembrance of me." Ah ! enter 
yonder dying chamber. Tread softly ; for the angel 
of death is there. A loved mother lies on that 
couch. "Weeping ones gather round; for the 
brightest treasure of earth is about to pass from 
their hearts and homes. Tears fall fast and thick 
from every eye. The death-damps are gathering 
on the brow. A moment more, a moment of 
suspense and agony — ah ! who has not felt it ? — 
and that spirit shall be with Jesus. See, she 
stretches out her wasted hand and leaves with 
those loved ones who bend over her a farewell 
token, and ere the spirit takes its flight she 
breathes her last word, "Remember me." The 
hour has fled. Weeping ones return again to that 
desolate home. The tear-dimmed eye falls, as if 
by accident, on that farewell token. Oh, how it is 
pressed to the heart ! Oh, how it is bed&^Q.<L ^>^skv 
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tears! What tongue shall tell its worth? Who 
shall estimate its costliness ? Not men, nor angels. 
What stamps it with such value? That loving and 
now glorified one who stands hefore the throne. 
Only she. 

Reader, a dearer than any earthly mother is 
about to yield His breath. What mother's . love 
was ever like His ? What mother had ever a heart 
like Hinx? But ere He steps forward to the scourge 
' and the bloody cross. He stretches forth His hand, 

i and says. Take this "in remembrance of me." Oh, 

do you indeed love that dear Saviour, and yet refuse 
to press this loving token to your heart ? Do you 
indeed love Jesus, and yet think so little of His 
last dying token that you can turn your back on it 1 
Would you treat that dear mother that way ? And 
will you treat Jesus so ? Is His love nothing to 
you 1 Nothing^ reader, if indeed you can turn your 
back on this blessed, holy, joyous feast. Oh, think 
of what it mil be,— if you love Him not. Listen ! 
" If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let 
him be anathema maran-atha " — accursed when the 
Lord comes. 

"For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink 
this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He 
come." The Lord's death is, in Scripture, con- 
tinually connected with His coming. " Unto Him 
that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His 
own blood." What follows? "Behold, He cometh 
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with clouds." Ap^ain, mark our Lord's own address 
(Luke xxiii.) Compare this with the previous 
chapter. See how He joins the coming and His 
death together in these two chapters 1 It is so 
always. The moment we come to the crosSf God 
puts hefore us the crovm. The interval is over- 
leaped. We are chosen, as the Apostle says, ** in 
Him," " to wait for His Son from heaven." The 
Holy Spirit leads each one to the cross of Jesus ; 
but, from the moment they are brought there, the 
hope set before them Is, not the conversion of the 
world, not the reformation of mankind, but the 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. They were 
chosen to this. They were redeemed to this. They 
are kept for this — "to wait for His Son from 
heaven." 

This is the way in which the Apostle sets it 
before us in the passage under consideration, " ye 
do show the Lord's death . • . till He come." 
The Lord's supper is th^n the great connecting 
link between these two great events. There are, 
as it were, two great pillars, one on earth, the other 
in heaven — the one the Lord's death, the other the 
Lord's coming ; and this supper is the great chain 
connecting them, stretching through this dispensa- 
tion. This shows the obligation of the Lord's 
supper, as well as its blessed character. It shows 
the perpetuity of the ordinance; and that if we 
^ove it not, and partake not of it, we sever ih^ 
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chain, so far as our own souls are concerned, that 
binds these two glorious events together. Beader, 
think of these solemn words. 

Yet stay ! Be warned ! If thou art a lover of 
the world, and hast never yet felt thy need of 
Jesus, go not, at thy peril, to this tabla It is not 
for thee, lover of the world ! It is not for thee, 
unpardoned sinner! It is not for thee, careless 
and unconcerned one ! Away with thy plea of 
baptism if thy heart has not been baptized, if thou 
hast not felt thy need of Jesus ! God bids thee •. 
not to it 1 Why shouldst thou call down His 
wrath upon thy head? But if thou hast indeed 
felt thyself to be a sinner in His sight, and hast 
some faint longing after that Saviour — no matter 
how faint it may be — then indeed baptism is a 
good thing. No one more welcome than thou art. 
Come, poor, trembling, hesitating one ! Jesus bids 
thee welcome ! Turn not thy back on this precious 
ordinance ! Come and eat that broken bread with 
praise / Drink the cup with joy I And listen, as 
thou dost so, what that ordinance speaks to thee — - 
" All thy sin is forgiven ; all thy transgressions are 
covered ; no condemnation for thy soul : thou hast 
* passed from death unto life.' " Eeader, listen 
again to thy dying Saviour's words; listen, and 
may they ring ever and anon in thy heart as the 
festive day dawns upon thee — ** This do in remem- 
brance of me, " Eemember Jesus ! Oh wilt thoU| 
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canst thou, forget Hirn f Then ever be found at 
His table. 

Not worthy, Lord, to gather up the crumbs 
With trembling hand that from Thy table fall, 

A weary, heavy-laden sinner comes, 
To plead Thy promise and obey Thy call. 

t 

I am not worthy to be thought Thy child, 
Nor sit the last and lowest at Thy board ; 

Too long a wanderer, and too oft beguiled, — 
I only ask one reconciling word. 

One word from Thee, my Lord, one smile, one look. 
And I could face the cold, rough world again ; 

And with that treasure in my heart could brook 
The wrath of devils and the scorn of men. 

And is not mercy Thy prerogative : 

Free mercy, — boundless, fathomless, divine ? 

Me, Lord, the chief of sinnera, me forgive ! 
And Thine the greater glory, only Thine. 

I hear Thy voice : Thou bidst me come and rest. 

I come, I kneel, I clasp Thy piercM feet ; 
Thou bidd'st me take my place, — a welcome guest 

Among Thy saints, and of Thy banquet eat. 

My praise can only breathe itself in prayer, 
My prayer can only lose itself in l^hee : 

Dwell Thou for ever in my heart, and there. 
Lord, let me sup with Thee : sup Thou with me. 
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V. 

THE SMOKING FURNACE AND THE 
BURNING LAMP. 

Genesis xv. 

The portion of Scripture we have selected for 
consideration is one of the most comprehensive in 
God's Word. It is replete with instruction ; and 
there are underlying principles which, in this evil 
day, when errors of the worst kind are finding an 
open door into the Church of God, we should do 
well to consider. Keader, ask the Lord to enahle 
you to receive its truths in your heart, and to make 
them fruitful in your life, so that you may not be 
" a hearer of the word only, but a doer also." 

" After these things, the word of the Lord came 
unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram : I 
am thy shield and thy exceeding great reward." The 
expression " these things " refers us to the previous 
chapter. Abram was God's faithful servant and 
witness to His truth in the midst of the ungodli- 
ness and spiritual darkness which reigned around. 
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He had gained a great victory over Chedorliomer, 
and was returning from the slaughter when he was 
met by the king of Sodom. This king proposed 
to Abram to share the spoil : " Give me the persons, 
and take the goods to thyself." Abram's noble 
reply ensured for him a further manifestation of 
God's presence, and the assurance of the fulness 
of blessing from Him as his *' shield and exceeding 
great reward." God's servants are called upon to 
be faithful to Him, to make no compromise with 
the world, but to live separate. " Touch not the 
unclean thing ; and I will receive you, and will be 
a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." We see how 
remarkably this was fulfilled in Abram's case. He 
would make no compromise with the wicked king 
of Sodom. He would not touch anything of his. 
" And Abram said, I have lift up mine hand unto 
the Lord, the most high God, the possessor of 
heaven and earth, that I will not take from a thread 
even to a shoe-latchet, and that I will not take any- 
thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest say I have 
made Abram rich." The lifting up of the one hand 
to heaven in prayer is the heathen custom. The 
Christian's is lifting up both hands. ** I will that 
men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands." 
Abifam had still some of these heathenish customs 
adhering to him. Light comes gradually. 
\. But mark, dear reader, the simple isL<Q.'a:si\s^% ^^. 
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these beautiful words. Abram would not put him- 
self under the influence of the world by being 
under any obligation to it Had he accepted the 
gifts of the king of Sodom he would have been 
under an obligation, and would consequently have 
been less independent, less free to act for God. He 
would have felt fettered. To one not decidedly 
on the Lord's side, it might have appeared very 
harmless to take these gifts. " What harm ! You 
need make no further advances to the king of 
Sodom. There is no sacrifice of principle surely 
in such a little thing as this." So Saul thought 
when he brought Agag but spared the oxen. So 
Gehazi thought when he turned back again to 
Naaman. How differently from Abram did another 
child of God act in the Old Testament ! " Now 
Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in abundance, 
and joined affinity mith AJiab. And after certain 
years he toent dmcn to Ahab to Samaria. And Ahah 
Jailed sheep and oxen for him in abundance, and 
for the people that he had with him." Ahab knew 
how to gain his ends. When once he had suc- 
ceeded in getting Jehoshaphat to accept the "sheep 
and oxen in abundance," that end was gained. 
How coidd Jehoshaphat act independently? He 
had laid himself, by this act, under an obligation 
to Ahab. How could he withstand the next artful 
request — "Wilt thou go with me to Ramotht 
GileadV* How could he make any other reply 
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than, "I am as thou art, and my people as thy 
people, and we will be with thee in the war?" 
The world had conquered him. He was no longer 
God's independent servant, but under the trammels 
of Ahab. Oh ! if Jehoshaphat had only made the 
noble reply of Abram, " I will not take anything 
that is thine," what sorrow, what sin, what dis- 
grace he would have saved himself that day ! 
Abram would be independent of the world. He 
would act and live above it. He knew he was 
God's servant, and he would act as one. He seems 
to say, "The Lord, the possessor of heaven and 
earth, is my God. I have pledged myself to Him. 
He is my Lord and Master, and Him only will I 
serve and obey." What noble conduct ! This is 
the course every child of God should take in 
reference to the world. He should live above it. 
He should be God's uncompromising servant He 
should stand out boldly, clearly, unmistakably on 
the Lord's side. This is the only noble course. 
This is the only course that will bring peace to our 
souls and ensure the light of God's countenance 
on our path. Not trying "how to make the most of 
both worlds. " Not making trifling advances towards 
it. No wonder such Christians have clouds and 
shadows round their hearts. No wonder they 
enjoy little communion with God. No wonder if 
they have little assurance of the pardon of their 
^Qs or their acceptance in Chiiat* '&j;i\DcssKr^^j^'^ 
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that of being a half Christian. God sends His own 
judgment on that soul, in the inward dissatisfac- 
tion, the secret uneasiness of conscience, the want 
of peace and joy. " The salt that has lost its 
savour " is the most insipid of alL It is fit only 
for the dunghill. You look at such people, but 
you see no clear, distinct marks of heaven upon 
them. You are unable to tell whether they are 
converted or not. They look so like the world 
that you cannot put them "among the children," 
and yet there are features about them that make 
you hope better things. Oh, sad state to be in ! 
Such people are walking at a distance from God — 
if indeed they are His at all. The world is full of 
them. We meet them on every side of us. No 
decision for Christ. No outspoken word for Him 
in the face of a smiling world. For fear of being 
thought singular or extreme, they are full of little 
concessions and compromises. Alas ! for them. 
They are the sufferers. They are the most to be 
pitied. Half-hearted Christians'! who could rush 
forward in the heat of the world's battle-field, and 
in the face of a thousand bullets plant the flag of 
victory, and yet qiiail before the sneer, the curled 
lip, the reserve, the distance of a poor worldling 
in the drawing-room or at the fireside, or occupy- 
ing some lofty position in respect of them. Ah, 
say not " this is an isolated case ! " The world is 
faJJ of auch people. Chiiatians are themselves more 
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guilty of the crime of unfaithfulness to Christ, 
than of all other crimes they have ever committed. 
Who stands out now like Abram in the passage 
before us 1 Few are they indeed among the many. 
The great question now is not, " How like Christ 
can I become, without asceticism or eccentricity 1 " 
but, " How much of tJie world can I grasp with- 
out losing heaven?^* Oh fearful apostasy of the 
Church I " Come, Lord Jesus," and end this shame 
and sorrow and sin ! 

And mark, dear reader, the Lord's promise to 
faithful conduct. " Touch not the unclean thing," 
is the command. And what is the reward ? " And 
I will receive you, and be a Father unto you, and 
ye shall be my sons and daughters." Mark how 
it was fulfilled to Abram. He would not touch 
the unclean thing. And now the Lord appears to 
him. "After these things, the word of the Lord 
came unto Abram, saying. Fear not, Abram ; I am 
thy shield and thy exceeding great reward.'* Yes, 
even now God appears to the soul of His child, 
after every step of faithfulness. God appears to 
him in the silent but secret approval of conscience ; 
in the secret whisper, " Well done, good and faith- 
ful servant ; " in the flood of love and light which 
fills his soul ; in the increased enjoyment of com- 
munion with God. These are infinitely more, eoen 
noWf than the pressure of that cross, whateveit v^ 
may be, through which tti^ \i\^^rai% \ias^ \ift«^ 
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purchased; and what shall be the reward in the 
world to come ! Oh for decision for Christ, for 
faithfulness to God, at all times, under all circum- 
stances ! Child of God, throw not away the bless- 
ings which such faithfulness will bring to thy soul ! 
Live for the Lord, and see, even on earth, how 
richly He will reward it ! 

But what does God say to Abram 1 " Fear not." 
Why such a word ? He seemed to be one of the 
most fearless of men. Had he not shown it by 
his conduct in going forth in the face of mighty 
foes to the rescue of Lot ? Yes. But it is after 
the conflict the danger appears. It is not in the 
thick of the battle that we can see calmly what 
we have had to encounter, the forces we have had 
to contend with. It is in the calm retirement and 
reflection when the battle is over. When we come 
to look back and see our weakness and the great- 
ness of the foe, then we begin to tremble. Then 
we need to look again to our stronghold. We need 
the armour, not only to "withstand," but "to 
stand" when the conflict is over. This armour 
was on when Abram met the king of Sodom; it 
was off when he met God. ** I am thy shield and 
thy exceeding great reward." What greater reward 
could He give him than Himself. He seems to 
say, " The world and all its treasures are too poor 
lor thee, my child. There is nothing below that is 
sufficient reward for thy failMulneas, I give thee 
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something greater than them all. I give thee 
Myself, Fear not, Abram ; I am thy shield, and 
thy exceeding great reward." This is the reward 
God sets before faith. This is the reward God has 
for those who live to Him. All else is too little 
for them. Whatever other reward He might give^ 
it would be unworthy of Him. Therefore He 
gives lis Himself, 

What more could Abram have? What more 
could God give him 1 Having Him, he had all 
things : and therefore the first and the greatest 
blessing God gave to Israel of old, is the blessing, 
the first and the greatest, which God gives to His 
children now, " I am the Lord thy God." It was 
the first of Israel's laws. It is the first of the 
Christian's too. Could God give anything higher 
to the Christian than He gave to Israel — Himself? 
Impossible ! There may be greater lights but 
salvation was the same then as now. 

But was " God " enough for Abram 1 " And 
Abram said. Lord God, what wilt Thou give me, 
seeing I go childless 1 " Poor heart of man ! 
How like ourselves to the present hour ! There 
was one little idol on which the heart had set 
itself — a child ; and because he had not this, all 
Grod*s gifts were as nothing. So long as this re- 
mained ungratified, even God Himself was as 
nothing. How many a child of God is mirrored 
in this narrative of Abram ! God has given Him- 
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self to us in all the riches of His grace, in all the 
length and breadth, the heights and depths of His 
love, in all the promises and sure rewards of His 
word ; and yet because some thorn is not removed 
from the heart, some longing desire of the soul is 
not gratified, some object of life is not attained, or 
some plan on which we had set our hearts has been 
crossed, all is as nothing. Not even God Himself 
is sufficient. The idol is there. There is a mb- 
stance, or perhaps only a shadow, between the soul 
and God, and that dims His brightness. It must 
be removed. That idol must be thrown down. 
That shadow must be dispersed. 

'' The dearest idol I have known, 
Whatever that idol be, 
Help me to tear it from Tliy throne, 
And worship only Thee." 

But how does God remove it 1 By granting the 
request? Never. He is God, and the creature 
must know it and bow. Man must come to terms 
with God, not God with man. His way is altcays 
the best, and therefore He never bends, God will 
give the blessing, but not in Abi-am's time or 
manner. He will give it in His own. In the 
meantime He does not leave us without hope. He 
gives us His word of promise — His " sure word of 
promise." With that Abram must be satisfied. 
On that he must lean. So with all God's children. 
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" And • behold the word of the Lord came unto 
him, saying, This shall not be thine heir ; but he 
that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall 
be thine heir. And He brought him forth abroad, 
and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell tlie 
stars, if thou be able to number them : and He 
said unto him, So shall thy seed be." 

Let us mark another important truth. "And 
He said unto him, I am the Lord that brought 
thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this 
land to inherit it" God gives Abram the promise 
to rest upon, and in these words appeals to him for 
trust in that promise, by reminding him of what 
He had done for him in times past. It is as if He 
would say, " Did I not choose thee, and lead thee 
out of thine own country, Ur of the Chaldees? 
By my grace to thee in time past, in leading thee 
out and making thee mine, trust me now," The 
Lord had brought him out of Ur, for the very pur- 
pose that his seed should inherit the land. Abram 
needed to be under no apprehension, for Grod would 
be faithful. So now with us. God has chosen us 
in Christ, and " blessed us with all spiritual bless- 
ings" in Him. Not one good thing of all the 
Lord our God has promised shall fail. But as 
with Abram, so with us. It is not God that fails, 
it is our faith. We cannot wait for God. We 
want His promises fulfilled in our time, instead of 
His ; in our way instead of His ] according to our 
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I , 



I measure, instead of according to His. Our faith 

is continually failing. We exclaim, in fretfulness 
of heart, " Lord God, what wilt Thou give me ? " 
Perhaps we are tried, like Abram here, in another 
way. We see at our very side some Eliezer, some 
one who has not taken up the cross as we have, or 

» done what we have, in the full enjoyment of God's 

choicest gifts, while we are kept waiting day by 
day without any token of coming blessing. Oh 
how trying to flesh and blood is this watting/ 

1 1 Well ; the Lord will not answer the fretfulness of 

our hearts. He will not let us have things as we 
like. He again puts before us just what He put 
before Abram here, " the sure word of promise" 
and says, " Lean on that. That is enough for the 
present ; wait on me." Not only so, but He meets 
us further, even as He met Abram. " Bemember 
how I brought you out of Ur of the Chaldees, out 
of the darkness and bondage of sin and death. 
See what great things I have done for you in time 
past Can you not trust me for all that is to 
come 1 " In this way God bids us look back at 
His love and faithfulness, that we may trust Him 
for the future. In the same way David takes 
encouragement : "0 my God, my soul is cast 
down withm me ; therefore will I remember Thee 
from the land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, 
from the hill Mizar " (Psalm xlii 6). These were 
places where God had shown His power on David's 
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behalf, and now he is in trouble he looks back, 
remembers God's goodness, and takes courage for 
the future. " I shall yet praise Him, who is the 
health of my countenance, and my God." Thus 
God seems to speak to Abram. But alas, Abram's 
faith is weak ! Who would have thought that 
the one who only a short time before had stood 
out so boldly for the Lord, would now have shown 
such marvellous want of faith ? Again he replies, 
"Lord God, whereby shall I know that I shall 
inherit it?" What strange questionings of God's 
faithfulness ! What clouds 4)ad gathered round 
this good man's faith ! " Lord God, what wilt 
Thou give me?" "I/)rd God,- whereby shall I 
know that I shall inherit it ? " He hardly seems 
the same man who had just before said to the king 
of Sodom, " I will not take from a thread even to 
a shoe-latchet; I will not take anything that is 
thine." Ah, dear Christian reader, said we not 
well that the armour is needed after the conflict % 
" Take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye 
may be able to witlistand in the evil day." What 
follows? "And having done all, to stand" The 
foe comes to us after the conflict, because then he 
knows we so often have the armour off. See 
Elijah. He who could boldly stand before Ahab 
and exclaim, "There shall not be dew nor rain 
;hese years, but according to my word," is seen a 
ew hours after fleeing into th^ wildemeaa to VNi4^ 
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himself under a jnniper tfee, trerabling like a leaf 
under the hoastful threat of gniltj Jesehel ! See 
Dayid. **Conie to me," was his langoage to the 
giant of Gkith, ^'and I will giye thj flesh to the 
fowls of the air." A few hoars afterwards he is 
seen fleeing into the wilderness, and exclaiming in 
miserable distmst of Grod, ''I shall yeiilj perish 
one day by the hands of SanL" Oh, sad unbelief 
of the heart ! Blessed be Crod, though onr fidth is 
constantly fluctuating, always bringing dishonour 
and discredit upon Him, He never changes I He 
is our heart's only resting-place. Not our faith, 
not our resolutions, not our confidence in Him, onr 
knowledge of Him. No. Only Himsdf. 

Abram had asked, " Lord God, whereby shall I 
know that I shall inherit it % " Gkxi now proceeds 
to point out how he may be sure that he shall 
"And He said unto him, Take me an heifer of 
three years old, and a she-goat of three years old, 
and a ram of three years old, and a turtle-dove, 
and a young pigeon." Mark this well, reader. 
Abram had asked, ** Whereby shall I know 1 " and 
God points him to the sacrifice — to the divided 
heifer, the she-goat, and the ram. He points him 
to these as a pledge of the fulfilment of every 
promise, the full realisation of every blessing. Do 
%ve, like Abram, want to be assured that every 
promise of God will be fulfilled, that every blessing 
j'n His ^^orehouse shall be ours ^ Where does God 
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still direct us to look 1 To the cross — the divided^ 
sufifering, .bleeding, dying Lamb on Calvary. There 
is God's answer to our questioa " He that spared 
not His own Son," He seems to say to us, " but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with 
Him also freely give us all things 1 " Yes, heaven 
still points to the cross of Jesus for an answer to 
every question of the heart. There He bids us look 
and rest. There we turn in our darkest moments. 
There faith revives, and goes onward in its heaven- 
ward path with new energy. God be praised for 
that wondrous cross ! On it hang all our hopes. 
On it are suspended the issues of every step of our 
way. We behold the dying Lamb, and raise our 
songs of praise. We go forth from His side rejoic- 
ing. We go forth to victory. 

And this encouragement is for the weakest, the 
poorest, the most needy. " The turtle-dove and 
the young pigeon" are there— God's provision for 
the poor. They are specially provided for. They 
are special objects in God's heart. They are bidden 
to look at the cross of Christ and take courage. 
That bleeding Lamb is their pledge that every 
blessing shall be theirs ; every promise of God's 
their everlasting portion. 

" And when the sun was going down, a deep 
sleep fell upon Abram ; and, lo, an horror of great 
darkness fell upon him." All the external channels 
of communication with the outer and visible world 
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were now closed, in order that Abram might hold 
communion with God. It is only when outward 
things are shut out, that the spiritual vision is clear. 
Then we see God. Then He opens His mind to us. 
Then He reveals to us the deep purposes of His 
heart. This took place, it is said, " when the sun 
was going down." There must be darkness round 
the earth before the lights of heaven can be seen. 
When darkness covered the earth, the light of 
redeeming love shone in its brightest rays on 
Calvary. So is it always. God's lights shine in 
the world's darkness. God opens wide the spiritual 
faculties of the soul when all the channels of com- 
munication with the outer world are closed. There 
is darkness over the earth ; the faculties of Abram's 
soul are closed to outward things ; but what won- 
drous realities are being made visible to him ! Oh, 
the things unseen, revealed in God's presence to 
the soul that leaves the world and self and sin 
behind, are always wonderful ! They are the true 
realities of life. There is nothing so real as they 
are. The mightiest of the mighty of this world's 
events are but shadows in comparison. The only 
real life is the life "hid with God." The only 
real existence is that spent in His presence. All 
else is shadow, dream, the spray dashed from the 
ocean's rock, the bubble glittering for a moment on 
the world's treacherous sea ! 

''And He said unto Abram, Know of a surety 



THE SMOKING FURNACE. 77 

that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is 
not theirs, and shall serve them, and they shall 
afflict them four hundred years." Here was the 
rebuke to Abram's want of faith, as truly as was 
the dumbness of Zacharias for his unbelief. Abram 
had said, " Lord God, what wilt Thou give me ? " 
God reveals to him much that saddens his heart. 
His hopes are thus subdued and chastened, and he 
is taught that the true resting-place of his heart is 
not in outward things, but in God Himself; not 
in the earnestly desired child, but in God alone. 
Alas, the fondest desires of the heart, if allowed to 
stand between us and God, when realised, end in 
sadness and sorrow. God is teaching us this con- 
tinually. Let our most fondly cherished wishes be 
fully gratified, their sequel is a mingled experience 
of sadness and grief, as surely as the issue of the 
seed of Abram was a sequel of tears and afflictions, 
sorrows and sins. Surely we may learn again God's 
often taught, but never fully learned, lesson — "I 
am thy shield and thy exceeding great reward." 
Not the child, but God. Not the creature, but 
God. Not in anything below, but in Him above. 

Beader, have you learned this lesson ? Is there 
some desire between your soul and God, some 
cherished wish, some darling treasure — it matters 
not what— on which your heart is set, and leading 
you, as long as it remains ungratified, to exclaim, 
" Lord God, what wilt Thou give ma V OV^V^ssko^ 
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the lesson ! When you get it, it will disappoint. 
It will not be equal to expectation. Earthly hopes 
are never realised. The tendency .of the human 
mind, by dwelling on some earthly expectation, is 
to exaggerate its value, so that when realised it 
falls far below expectation. This disappointment 
is, must be, from the very nature of the human 
mind, the sequel of every cherished earthly desire. 
" My soul, wait thou 07ily upon God, for my expec- 
tation is from Him" Expectation, however long 
cherished, however long dwelt upon, never falls 
below the mark when centred in Him. The ful- 
filment is always beyond the expectation, however 
great it may be, because it is in God. 

Mother, is the shadow between thy soul and 
God a child 1 wife, is it a husband 1 merchant, is 
it thy business? nobleman, is it thy rank or 
wealth 1 Whatever it is, the end will be sorrow. 
Whatever comes between the soul and God will 
prove to be a thorn piercing the soul. 

Perhaps you say, " / value them, but I hope I 
have not made an idol of them." Who is to judge ?, 
Did man ever confess, or even Jcnow, that what his 
heart was set upon had become an idol ? Never. 
Can you say, " Well, whatever is between my soul 
and Him, let Him remove it. I am ready to let 
everything go for Him." This will be the test. 
Try to realise this. Suppose at this moment God 
were to draw near and take away that child, that 
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husband, that business, that rank and wealth, do 
you hold each one of them so in subservience to 
Him that you could say, " Take them, Lord : leave 
me only Thyself, and I shall be happy 1 " Can we 
say, and say truly — " the dearest idol 1 " 

Ah, let us beware of these idols ! Let us keep 
everything in subjection to the Saviour. Let us 
ask the Lord earnestly to let nothing, hoioever dear, 
take His place on the throne. We shall be saved 
from tearful eyes, and broken spirits, and bleeding 
hearts.' We shall value them all according to their 
true estimate, simply because Christ is valued above 
all. 

But when do these treasures become idols ? Pass- 
ing along the road, on a starlight night, I have 
looked up at the bright moon shining in all its 
brilliancy. I saw no cloud on its bright surface. 
But suddenly I became conscious of a less lustre, 
a dimmed brightness on the path. Looking up I 
saw a faint shadow, scarcely a cloud, almost a film 
on its beauteous surface. I saw it not before. I 
never should have seen it at all, till it came between 
me and the light, it was so faint and slight. So 
is it with many a thing here. It looks all right. 
We can detect nothing wrong. Ah! let it pass 
between the soul and the light of God's presence. 
Then only will its true character be seen. Does it 
cast no shadow over the heart 1 Does it leave the 
brightness of the Lord's countenance %\^\2^'^ ^s^ 
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the soul? Is Jesus seen through it clearly, sweetly? 
Is the soul enjoying unclouded fellowship with Him 
under it ? Is there no check to the current of His 
peace and joy? If there be, reader, in however 
slight a degree, in the same degree has that thing 
become an idol. If peace and joy and holy fellow- 
ship with Jesus are not thine, depend upon it there 
is some idol between thy soul and God. It may 
be the world or the flesh, or the gifts and blessings 
of God, it matters not what, it is an idoL Oh, 
search and see ! Am I truly living under the un- 
sullied light of God's countenance? Is "Jesus 
only" on the throne in my heart? Is my heart 
whole for Him, or is it divided f " Search, reader, 
search. True joy consists only in one thing — being 
whole-hearted for Christ. 

" And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace ; thou 
shalt be buried in a good old age." Abram had 
given up all for God. He had had to separate 
from his country, and kindred, and his father's 
housa Every earthly association was severed, and 
he had to walk with God, a stranger and a pilgrim, 
through an enemy's country. Now God promises 
him a renewal of the family tie in that bright ami 
blessed world towards which he was journeying — 
** thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace." This is 
the glorious reward God sets before all who have to 
pass through that fiery path of separation. Tliey 
filial! have an eternal restoration of every severed 
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tie. The fond affections of the family hearth shall 
be renewed where no cloud can ever enter to mar 
their beauty, to overshadow their lustre, or cause 
distance or reservation between heart and heart. 
Human affection shall be deepened and intensified, 
yet be holy and happy. The eyes and hearts of all 
shall gaze upon Him who sits upon the throne, and 
catch His glory, which shall be reflected frotn heart 
to heart and from face to faca The tendernesses 
and affections of our earthly homes shall be gathered 
up again, and shall run throughout eternity in one 
even course, under the eye of Him from whose 
presence they now derive their highest joy, though 
amid tears and severances and sad farewells. Yes, 
" eye hath not seen " what that family scene shall 
be; "ear hath not heard" the holy, heavenly 
harmonies that shall be heard from that great 
gathering round the throne. This is " prepared " 
for all them that love Him. This is our glorious 
prospect, the promise of our God, on which hang all 
all our hopes, all our earnest longings. 

^"Thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace*" Peace is 
the. heritage of all God's people. When they came 
to the cross, it was then they tasted its stream. 
The Saviour's peace was given to them day by day, 
as they journeyed through the desert below. It 
was peace when they came to Jesus; peace as 
they journeyed on day by day; peace when they 
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stood on the border of the dark rivei through 
which they had to pass; peace as the ransomed 
spirit left its prison-house of clay to join the family 
on high — all was peace. 

Blessed assurance for each child of God : '' thou 
shalt go to ihy fathers in jpeace/" One by one 
are passing from us of those we loved below. The 
smiles that once greeted us on earth, of **the 
trusted and the true," are lessening as we pass on. 
We can count them very easily. The golden links 
of heaven are stronger and more in number to-day 
than they were a few short years ago* What a 
host is gathering round the throne ! What a 
greeting shall be, ere a few more suns rise and set ! 
What warm embraces are at hand ! How they 
make our hearts boat for joy at the very thought 
of them! Each hour is Ulling the ranks of the 
unfilled homes on higL And the morning is very 
near — oh, how near 1 Jesus is coming, and with 
Him every broken link shall be bound again, every 
sad farewell shall be left behind for ever. As each 
one passes on before us, leaving us to tread a still 
more lonely path, we count up our numbers and 
see how few are the links that bind us to this 
world. We are waiting to join them. We long 
for that eternal glory, that endless greeting. W e 
are waiting in the hall below till the summons 
shall come from above. ^ 
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" Tet more than all we long, 
His glory to behold ; 
Whose smUe fills all that radiant throng 
With ecstasy untold." 

Out waiting cry is, "Come, Lord Jesus, come 
quickly ; " and the glad echo that greets us from 
heaven, and cheers our broken spirits on earth, is, 
" Surely, I come quickly 1 " 

" We are like to servants 
In their Master's ha^, 
Busied with our daily work, 
Waiting for His calL 

On the roof above us 

Bows of bells are hung ; 
One by one they summon each, 

With their clamorous tongue. 

Then, the servant bidden 

Saith, * That ringefor me,* 
Leaveth off his present toil, 

Whatever it may be ; 

Smootheth his apparel. 

Looks a farewell round, 
Passeth from his fellows 

While the bell doth sound. 

Mounteth up the staircase, 

To his Lord doth go ; 
Tarrieth in the upper rooms, 

Cornea no more below, 

* Oh to be up yonder 
Pressing near to Ood\ 
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Thus we pine and mnrmur, 

Counting service vain ; 
But the loving Master 

Reckons up our pain. 

He, the unforgetting, 

Marks our every sigh ; 
When our heart ^ heaviest, 

Comfort then is nigh. 

When our hope is faintest, 

And despair most strong, 
And the night gloom deepens 

Round the waiting throng, 

Then the welcome summons 

Suddenly shall ring, 
And our glad steps hasten 

To our Lord and King." 

"Thou shalt be buried in a good old age." 
What a delightful sight is the head hoary in God's 
service I "What a heart-cheering, holy sight to see, 
that while the hair is growing whiter, the heart is 
deepening in love to the Saviour, the life more 
unreservedly laid upon the altar as a living sacri- 
fice to Him 1 Oh what a blessed and glorious sight 
is this 1 

But how terrible the converse of this ! What 

more melancholy, what more heartrending sight 

can there be, than to see beneath the hoary head 

an unrenewed heart I Can there be on earth any- 

^/jj'n^ more saddening than to behold the hoary 
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hairs consecrated to mammon, to the service of the 
world? Can there he a more heartrending sight 
than an unconverted, a worldly old age? Oh, if 
angels can weep, it is here ! They hend over the 
hattlements of glory in wonder and pity. An 
unconverted old age ! Then conversion to God is 
almost hopeless. It is a rare occurrence. The die 
has heen cast The seal has heen fixed upon the 
brow. Only a stupendous miracle can break the 
hardened heart — ^hardened perhaps by long years 
of familiarity with the gospel — and snatch the brand 
from the burning. Oh, fearful sight ! Reader, art 
thou one of these aged unconverted ones? Oh, 
may God speak to thee now through these lines ! 
Only He can. May He break that hard heart ! 
May He rouse thy slumbering, yea, seared con- 
science — seared, perhaps, as with a hot iron ! May 
He melt thy frozen soul, and bring thee to the 
foot of His cross as a poor, humbled sinner ! 
Theh, with all the dark picture of the past, shall 
there be hope in thy latter end. May the Judge 
standing at that awful bar on high have mercy 
upon thy soul ! Neither heaven nor earth can 
draw a darker picture than thinef unconverted aged 
one! 

" But in the fourth generation they shall come 
hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is 
not yet fuU," God's people could not enter the 
promised inheritance till *'the inicj^vt^ ^1 "^^ 
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Amorites" was full They must fill up their 
measure of rejected mercy, and despised grace, 
and indulged sin. Then should the Lord's people 
return. 

It is the same now. "The Lord is not slack 
concerning His promise, as some men count slacks 
ness, but is longsufferingj not willing that any 
should perish." We cannot yet enter our inherit- 
ance. "The iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 
fulL" " Not yet" but soon will be. The cup is 
in their hand. It is fast filling up. Mercy de- 
spised, grace rejected, warnings unheeded, entrea- 
ties mocked, the holy blood habitually trampled 
under foot and counted an unholy thing ! These 
are the droppings hour after hour into that cup. 
It is now nearly full. Who shall conceive the 
vengeance! Who shall picture the blood-stained 
apparel of Him who cometh from Edom, with 
dyed garments from Bozrah ! Who shall describe 
that winepress of wrath preparing by unholy hands 
for their own unholy souls and bodies ! Then shall 
" the ransomed of the Lord return with everlasting 
joy upon their heads." We shall then enter into 
our everlasting inheritance, and go no more out. 

Let us now consider the most important and 
instructive portion of this chapter — the " furnace," 
the " burning lamp," and the " pieces." 

** And it came to pass that when the sun went 
down and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace ^ 
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and a burning lamp that passed between those 
pieces." 

The narrative presents us with a striking type of 
the death of Christ. This was the covenant God 
made with Abram, through which all the promises 
of God were made good, and every blessing came 
down to him and his descendants. Looking at it 
as a representation of the great sacrifice of the 
Lamb of God and the part His people have in that 
sacrifice, it is very striking. " When the sun went 
down and it was dark," then was the light of 
heaven seen shining in meridian rays from Calvary. 
Then the sacrifice — symbolised here by **the pieces" 
— was smitten, and pierced, and rent asunder. 
" There was darkness over all the land," the his- 
torian tells us, and a cry from that cross rent the 
blackened vault of heaven, " My God, my God, 
why hast Thou forsaken me 1 " 

But what was seen between those "pieces?" 
** A smoking furnace, and a burning lamp." The 
former represents the sufferings, the persecutions, 
the trials and sorrows of the Lord's people. The 
latter, the light of God's presence — God's promises, 
and peace, and joys. Between the " pieces " both 
were seen. In the cross of Christ the Lord's 
people find both. When they come to Him — to 
know, to follow, to lean upon Him — it is in much 
tribulation. The cross is their portion hour by 
hour. It is indeed a furnace, a "smoking furnace^" 
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through which they are called to pass. But 
blessed be His holy name there is, along with that 
smoking furnace, the light, the comfort, the joy of 
the Lord's presence. In Christ both are found. 
Not till man comes between those " pieces," not 
till the sinner is led to hide in a crucified Saviour, 
does he know what it is to take up the bitter cross. 
Not till then does he know what it is to taste 
true joy. It is indeed darkness all ai'ound him 
then. Only in Christ has he light. " Between 
the pieces" — there is his place all through this 
dispensation. " Hid with Christ in God " — there 
he finds his light as well as his cross, his ^' smoking 
furnace and burning lamp." 

But one sweet word here reminds him of a 
glorious time drawing near. If there is the 
"smoking furnace," it will not be always there. 
It *^ passed between the pieces." " Our light afflic- 
tion is but for a moment" The day is at hand 
when there shall be no longer the ** smoking fur- 
nace." In the meantime, though there is the 
anguish, the cry, the sin, yet God's people are 
between the pieces, — safe in Christ, and " all things 
working together for good," because in Him. 

"In the same day the Lord made a covenant 

with Abram." We have in these words a most 

important truth brought before us. The same day 

on which God showed Abram the "pieces," He 

showed him nho his part in them. There were the 
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pieces, and also the " covenant made with Abram," 
founded on the " pieces." Thus God would have 
all His people not only to look to the crucified 
Saviour, but also to see their own individual interest 
in that Saviour ; not only to know that He died 
to put away sin, but also that by that death He 
put away our sin. The one should never be 
preached without the other. What avails religion 
if we cannot be sure of an individual interest in 
it ? Far better be without it ! What peace can 
that soul have, which, while looking to the cross, 
cannot see its own part in that great work of 
redemption. God would have us not only see the 
" pieces," but that in those pieces a " covenant " is 
made with the souL He would have us to say 
with humility, yet with confidence, not only Jesus 
died for sinners, but "Jesus died for me/" not 
only " He put away sin," but " He put away my 
sin." " I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I 
live : yet not I ; but Christ liveth in me, and the 
life which I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me." " My Lord and my God," said 
Thomas. " My beloved is mine, and / am J7w." 

Reader, rest satisfied with nothing short of this 
personal assurance of salvation. God shows you 
here that He would have you see your own interest 
in His "finished" work. He died for you. He 
has put away your sins. Oh, poor anxious sinner^ 
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believe it, and be at peace. Accept that work— 
j salvation finished, and finished for thee. Nothing 

j to he done, but everything already done by Jesus. 

j If you could do anything to get an interest in that 

j work, it would not, it could not, be a ^^ finished'* 

work. As such it would be unworthy of God. 
It would be an incomplete thing and would give 
no peace. But " it is finished^* Oh 1 believe it. 
Believe it now. Take this full and freely ofltered 
salvation, and go in peaca 

"In the same day the Lord made a covenant 
with Abram, saying. Unto thy seed have I given 
this land from the river of Egypt unto the great 
river, the river Euphrates." We notice here the 
expression "have I given." The previous appear- 
ances of God to Abram brought with them future 
promises of blessing to him and his seed. Here, 
however, it is not a future promise, but a present 
possession. It is not as before, " I will give," but 
" I have given." 

This is instructive. God had just shown Abram 
the "pieces," and his own covenanted interest in 
them. In the sacrifice everything is present pos- 
session. In Christ all things are ours. "Who 
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ." "Whether Paul, or 
ApoUos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, 
or things present, or things to come, all are yours." 
That sacrifice made all the land — though then 
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filled with enemies — for ever the possession of 
Abram and his seed. The sacrifice of Christ makes 
the world and all things the believer's, though as 
yet it is the enemy's country. Having Christ, we 
have all things. Blessed and glorious truth ! May 
we know our wealth! May we understand our 
high and holy position ! May we, as " kings and 
priests," sons of God, and heirs of eternal life, never 
stoop from our lofty position to find a resting- 
place in anything lower. May we be whole-hearted 
for Him, in this day of lukewarmness, indecision, 
and declension. Many are going back and walking 
no more with Jesus. The love of many is waxing 
cold. Forms and ceremonies are taking the place 
of real life from God in the soul. On all sides the 
declension is rapid and startling. Let us see to it, 
that the rapidity of the current does not carry us 
along with it. If we breast it in our own strength, 
we are hopelessly lost. Our only strength, our 
only security is in Christ; our only hiding-place 
the Rock of Ages. As the storm rages more wildly 
outside, and the horizon grows darker and darker, 
as the droppings of the last thundercloud begin to 
fall faster and faster, may we shelter ourselves 
more closely than ever in the clefts of the smitten 
Rock, and wait with patience the hour when the 
storm shall cease, and the wild waves cease to roar, 
and the blackened sky give place to a bright 
morning, a " morning without clouds," when " the 
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Sun of righteousness shall arise with healing in 
His wings," and chase every shadow and every 
cloud and every sorrow from our blighted world, 
and all shall be bright and glorious again as Eden 
was, reflecting in ten thousand forms of light and 
life and beauty, the glory of Him who is fairer 
than the children of men, and who shall lead His 
people to "living fountains of waters, and wipe 
away all tears from their eyes." Hasten, Lord, 
that glorious hour ! Come quickly, and tarry not ! 

I journey forth rejoicing, 

From this dark vale of tears, 
To heavenly joy and freedom. 

From earthly bonds and fears : 
Where Christ, our Lord, shall gather 

All His redeemed again, 
His kingdom to inherit : 

Good-night till then ! 

Go to thy quiet resting. 

Poor tenement of clay ! 
From all thy pain and weakness, 

I gladly haste away : 
But still in faith confiding, 

To find thee yet again. 
All glorious and immortal : 

Good-night till then ! 

Why thus so sadly weeping. 

Beloved ones of my heart ! 
The Lord is good and gracious, 

Though now He bids us part 
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Oft have we met in gladness, 

And we shall meet again, 
All sorrow left behind us : 

Good-night till then ! 

I go to see His glory, 

Whom we have lov&d below ! 
I go, the blessM angels, 

The holy saints to know. 
Our lovely ones departed 

I go to find again. 
And wait for you to join us : 

Good-night till then ! 

I hear the Saviour calling, 

The joyful hour has come ! 
The angel-guards are ready 

To guide me to our home ; 
Where Christ, the Lord, shall gather 

All His redeemed again, 
His kingdom to inherit : 

Good-night till then I 
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some special act in their lives, witnesses to some- 
thing in God — to some point in His character. 
This seems the more probable view and more borne 
out by the original, and yet I doubt not both views 
are true. The Word of the Lord is a two-edged 
sword. It seems to be so here. It is a truth 
cutting both ways. There are numerous instances 
in this blessed Book of a similar kind. Why 
should we pare down God's blessed Word so 
frequently to one particular view? Is not truth 
many-sided ? May not one particular passage reflect 
various shades of Divine truth ? Surely it may ! 
God's words are like the rays of the sun casting 
their brightness through the descending shower, 
and reflecting them in varied but beauteous colours 
on the dark background of our sin-stained hearts. 
Oh for largeness of heart and expansion of mind 
in things pertaining to God ! 

Perhaps the expression " cloud of witnesses " is 
not without meaning. The cloud is everywhere in 
Scripture the symbol of God's presence. It was 
an inseparable accompaniment of God's people. 
Christ and His people are one. What drew atten- 
tion of old to the people was the cloud. " Who 
is this that cometh out of the wilderness like 
pillars of smoke ? " So it is Christ in His people 
that is the great object of attraction and not they 
themselves. It is the doud accompanying the 
wt'^/iesses, coining up out of the wilderness, that 
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the Spirit of God notices in this chapter. It may 
be 80 in the chapter before ns. 

Another feature is the faith of these witnesses. 
As we look over the recorded list in the previous 
chapter, we fail almost to discern any faith in the 
history of some of the characters — at least any 
worthy of the Spirit^s notice, or of being held up 
as an example. " If there be any," we say, " it is, 
at least, so overlaid with infirmity and sin in the 
individual as to be beneath notice, or at any rate 
unworthy of record." So man judges: but God 
is not like man. He notices the least germ of 
faith, and passes over the infirmity and sin. He 
can discern a bright spark in the heart of even a 
Eahab. He will not pass it over. It is treasured 
in His heart and shall have its reward. The names 
of the world's great ones, together with their mighty 
deeds, have long ago been buried in oblivion ; but 
the faith of a Bahab survives them all, and is set 
before the Church as a bright example. Say not, 
" How much deception there was connected with 
it!" The deception was the evil, imchanged 
heart. The faith was the new principle which had 
not yet had time to work. Header, when God put 
that faith into thy soul, He put it into a heart not 
one whit better than this harlot's. Cast not the 
first stone. " Look at the hole of the pit from 
whence thou hast been digged, and the rock from 
whence thou hast been hewn." The treasure is 
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in *' earthen vessels." Be humble, and let all the 
glory be to Him who made thee to differ. 

" Let us lay aside every weight and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us." We notice in these words 
a remarkable distinction between '' weights" and 
" sins." A weight is not in itself a sin. It may 
become a sin, but in itself it is not sinful. It may 
be in itself something quite right, quite in accord- 
ance with the mind of God. A man may have his 
business, his family, his worldly interests, and many 
important matters on his mind. These are all quite 
right. They are God's appointed portion for each 
of His children. But when these things come to 
press heavily on the mind and heart ; when they 
become a weight, a drag, so that we are hindered 
in running the race to heaven, then they have 
become sins. When the cares of business, or the 
concerns of a family, occupy an undue prominence 
in a man's mind, and make him so anxious that 
his thoughts are continually running in that direc* 
tion, then they have become sins. When anything 
— no matter what — below Christ takes up so much 
of a man's time, or occupies his thoughts so as to 
leave him little time to be alone with God, or inter- 
feres with his spiritual communion with God, or 
60 occupies him as that he cannot at a moment 
drop it and enjoy his Saviour, then, whatever it. 
may be, the weight has become a sin. Whatever 
It may he tiiat draws a film between the soul and 
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God, and hides the brightness of a Saviour's coun- 
tenance, or that so hangs upon it as to make it run 
heavenward with a slower pace, then that weight 
has become a sin. 

In fact, it is like Mary's sorrow. All sorrow is 
sacred. When, however, it keeps the soul too 
long or too exclusively hovering round the sepul- 
bhre, or hinders it from seeing a living Saviour at 
its sidQ, then it becomes a sin. 

It is an important distinction. We see in God's 
Word the same distinction between <* transgression '^ 
and " sin." *' Blessed is he whose transgression is 
forgiven : whose sin is covered." These are by no 
means synonymous terms. Transgression is the 
fruit ; sin is the root. Transgression is the stream ; 
sin is the fountain. Transgression is the effect \ 
sin is the cause. 

We have a remarkable instance of this distinction 
in the eighth chapter of St. John's Gospel The 
scribes and Pharisees brought before the Lord a 
woman taken in adultery — "in the very act." 
Their object was to tempt the Saviour. " Moses 
in the law commanded us that such should be 
stoned : but what sayest Thou % " If the Saviour 
condemned the woman, where would be His mercy ? 
If He forgave her, He would set aside the law. 
They thought He was on the horns of a dilemma. 
They had Him fast. The marvellous wisdom dis- 
played in the Lord's answer is noK %^^is^ ^ ^^^s^ 
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sight, and is attributable to the opening words of 
the chapter. Of course we speak of Him as man 
only. We are told, "Every man went unto his 
own home," but " Jesus went unto the mount of 
Olives." He came forth from the place of prayer 
" into the temple." Hence the power and the 
wisdom displayed in His answer. Yes, prayer is 
power ! Coming from the inner chamber to meet 
the temptations of the devil, — this is the sure path 
to victory, Mark it here in the case of the Saviour. 
" He that is without sin among you, let him first 
cast a stone at her." The scribes and Pharisees 
point out the transgression — the " act " of adultery. 
They point the finger to the fruit — transgression ; 
the Lord points them to the root — sin. The Lord 
does not say, "He that is without transgression^ 
let him first cast a stone at her." He could not 
have said that. If He had, these men cotdd have 
cast the stone at her, for they were not guilty of 
the transgression — the act of adultery. He says, 
"He that is without sin among you," and thus 
shows them that the great evil is, not in the effect, 
but in the cause — sin ; that they are all sinners ; 
and that as a sinner man is the criminal, and not 
as a transgressor only. He thus cuts the groimd 
from under them completely, and shows them that 
" there is no difference " between them and her as 
to guilt ; that it is not degrees of guilt He notices, 
but the came of guilt — sin, "All have sinned" 
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(it says nowhere all have transgressed, though that 
also is true) " and come short of the glory of God." 
What marvellous wisdom He thus displayed in 
His reply ! Nowhere in the Word of God have we 
a more striking instance. Thus it was that while 
forgiving the woman^s sin He yet vindicated Moses' 
law, by leaving it still untouched as the ' great 
denouncer of man^s transgression. 

The way in which the scribes and Pharisees 
looked at this woman is a perfect picture of the 
human heart. Look, for instance, at the parable 
of the Pharisee and the publican. The Pharisee 
looks only at transgression, and says, " I thank God 
I am not as other men ; the extortioner, the adul- 
terer, or even as this publican." He looks at the 
transgression, — at the stream, and not at the 
fountain. He thanks God he is not like these 
men. And so he could, and justly, thank God he 
was not like them. So far as transgression was 
concerned, he was free from such outward crimes. 
He judged as a natural man, and natural man 
never goes deeper than mere transgression in his 
estimate of sin. In fact, this is all he can see. 
He cannot go deeper, for he has not the spirittial 
sight to penetrate. He knows nothing of sin. All 
he knows is of transgression. It is only the Spirit 
of Grod that can show him sin. Only He can give 
him that sight that will make him look deeper. 
And herein is the beautiful and etnk\si'^ ^^^t^^s^st^ 
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of tlie publican. He looks not at iratuffressum. 
He passes by the stream, and goes to the foontain. 
** God be merciful to me a gitmer" Ah, the head 
was down ; the face was coirered ; the breast was 
smitten ; the whole man was ooirered with dust 
and ashes ! All was right before God here. He 
had ipiritual sight The other had natural si^t 
One spoke as a man. The other spoke as a eptritucU 
man. 

And the scribes and Pharisees present us with a 
true picture of our own hearts at all times. What 
is it we are always pointing out in the conduct of 
others t Their transgressions. What is it we are 
always having on our lips, always condemning in 
thcmf Their transgressions. What is it we are 
constantly doing — we Christian men and women — 
doing every day f Dragging some poor sinner like 
ourselves into God's presence, and pointing the 
finger of reproach at some transgression we see in 
him. And what is the Lord saying to us every 
time we do it? He is cutting the ground from 
under us, by leading us to look at the root, and 
to see that we are all in the same condemnation. 
Every time our fellow-sinners* transgression is in 
our mind and on our lips, He whispers, " He that 
is without sin among you, let him first cast the 
stone." " Go down deeper, to the cause, and see 
if you are any better than that poor adulteress, or 
murderer, or thief." Reader, mark this, and look 
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noi cit thy transgressions, nor j;et at the trans- 
gressions of others. Go down deeper, and behold 
thyself a sinner y all dark and gailty within. Thou 
who art secretly distinguishing Myself from others 
because thou hast not been guilty of their trans- 
gressions, behold the fountain, the root, the caiise 
within thee ! Thou art a sinner with all thy freedom 
from transgression. It is as a sinner thou art under 
the wrath of God, not as a transgressor. Oh think 
of this, and betake thee now to the blood of Jesus, 
which can alone reach that hidden root within 
thee ! 

Let us now return to the consideration of the 
passage from which we have diverged. Kext to the 
distinction between weights and sins^ let us notice 
the expressive word, " lay aside" When we lay 
aside anything, it is not, so to speak, thrown away. 
If we take off a garment, we do not cast it aside 
as useless. We have an appointed place, and there 
we " lay aside " that garment. It is a place known 
in the household, and specially set apart for the 
purpose. So is it with regard to the "weights" 
of which we have been speaking. There is a place 
set apart for them. » There they are to be laid — 
taken off like a garment, and put in the appointed 
place. What is that place ? " Casting all your care 
upon Him, for He careth for you." It is Jesus. On 
Him these weights are to be laid. He is at our 
very side for the purpose, " Cast thy huxd^Q.^^^^-^ 
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the Lord, and He shall sustain thee." Let not that 
weight rest upon the burdened heart, upon the wearied 
mind, upon the jaded body, upon the troubled spirit, 
or deepen one more furrow on that careworn brow. 
TTiat is not the place for it " Lay it aside " on Jesus. 
This was the purpose for which God laid it upon 
you, that it should take you to the Saviour, there 
to lay it on Him, and thus learn how well He can 
bear it Remember, this is heaven's appointed 
place — " the nail in the sure place " — on which is 
to be himg every weight of the human heart And 
remember also the word, " Let us lay aside every 
weight," — what presses lightly as well as what 
presses heavily, Not only the great trials of life, 
but the little crosses of each hour. The great 
trials of life come but seldom. The famine, the 
pestilence, the earthquake — these are easily seen, 
and God's hand recognised by the most careless. 
Nor yet the sad bereavement, making the heart to 
bleed and the eye to weep ; nor the sudden over- 
whelming crash in business, plunging into poverty 
those who once had every comfort. These, and 
such-like, are of rare occurrence. Not these alone 
are to be cast on the Saviour, but the little crosses, 
the little disappointments, the little vexations and 
annoyances of each hour, which chafe the spirit 
so sorely, and gradually whiten the locks with care 
— all those little circumstances in domestic life, 
and In public life, which we call things going 
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across. Perhaps the servants are not what they 
ought to be; perhaps your children have been 
unusually fretful; perhaps some word may have 
been uttered, thoughtlessly, which has given rise 
to hasty words or tempers, or ruffled another's 
'spirit; perhaps some member of the family has 
some failing or infirmity which is constantly expos- 
ing the household to discomposure of spirit, or 
making things not as pleasant as they might be. 
Whatever it may be, "Let us lay aside every 
weight." Go to Jesus with them all Let Him 
bear them for you. Let them not hinder you in 
running the race. You cannot bear them yourself, 
little though they seem to be. You cannot ; and 
God never intended that you should. If you try 
to bear them yourself, they will crush you. It is 
the nature of all trials to become heavier by the 
heart dwelling upon them. The feather will come 
to weigh like a moimtain of lead. Trials become 
heavier by being borne. So it will be with you. 
Bear it yourself, it will weigh you down; it will 
crush you. You cannot run the race to heaven. 
Impossible. Oh, take "every weight" then, and 
"lay them aside," on Jesus, and see how sweet, 
how full, how free His compassions are to your 
troubled spirit ! Try Jesus, dear, suffering servant 
of Christ Lay your weights there, and learn what 
a precious, all-sufficient Saviour He is. 

Some will come to you by the way of Qffed\N% 
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sympathy, and will say, " Why do you allow such 
a trifle as that to weigh upon you! How can a 
sensible person like you take such a thing as that 
to heart ? Fling it away, and think nothing more 
about it." Ah, dear reader, the man, whoever he 
may be, that can speak thus, is utterly unfit to 
sympathise ! Keep such a man away from the 
troubled heart. He is but one of Job's miserable 
comforters. He forgets what trial really is. Sup- 
pose the Lord were to treat us that way, where 
would His tried and tempest-tost children be now t 
Ah, Jesus comforts not His dear ones thus ! Such 
comfort betrays a sad state of mind. Trial is not 
measured by our esiimate of it. One man may 
look upon my sorrow with a smile, and I may 
regard his as equally trifling. "The heart knows 
its own bitterness." "Bear ye one another's bur- 
dens." "Weep with those that weep J* The tears 
of the Lord's suffering ones, from whatever cause 
they may spring, are reflected in the face of Jesus. 
He weeps in our sorrows, and rejoices in our joys. 
Childhood's tears find a place in His heart as well 
as those of the strong man. Take all to Him, dear 
tried one. The changed look, the altered expres- 
sion, the unkind word, the demand you cannot 
meet, the charge you cannot answer, the problem 
you cannot solve, the perplexity you cannot 
unravel, the net-work undefined, that twines itself 
around your feet, casts a shadow over the brow, 
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and dulls the elasticity of the once happy spirit — 
oh, take aU to Jesus ! ** Lay aside " that weight, 
whatever it may be. Hesitate not because it seems 
a little one. It will not be little long if you bear 
it yourself. Shrink not for fear of troubling Him. 
Let not your evil heart say, "Trouble not the 
Master." Your danger, your «m, is that you 
trouble Him so little. Oh deal very closely with 
Jesus, by " laying aside every weight " on Him ! 

So also with your sins. " Let us lay aside every 
weight and the sin which doth so easily beset us." 
This does not refer to any particular sin, such as 
unbelief. It means simply any sin to which the 
soul feels itself particularly exposed, whatever be- 
sets us most easily, and into which we are liable to 
fall " Lay aside " these sins. How ? Take them 
to the blood of Jesus. "VVe have thus two things 
to grapple with all through life's journey — our 
weights and our sins. For both of thesis there is a 
rich provision at our very side — the person of 
Christ for the weights, the blood of Christ for the 
sins. Therefore we are encouraged to " lay aside " 
both the one and the other. 

But mark how important is the word "lay 
aside," when applied to our " sins." Nothing pro- 
duces such a deadening effect on the soul as sin. 
Nothing more efifectually keeps it back in the race 
to heaven. The heaviest drag of all is forgotten 
sin — sin committed, and not immediate,l^ <».Qjv5iSsssRA.^ 
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and thus forgotten. These sins we are daily fall- 
ing into. They enter in through our eyes and ears, 
our thoughts and words, our deeds and duties. 
We rush into the thick of life's daily cares, and are 
absorhed in them. There are impure thoughts, 
hasty words and tempers, sights and sounds, only 
too readily suggesting evil deeds, acts not straight- 
forward, or thoroughly transparent services, yea, 
holy services not free from self-interest. These, 
apart from sins of darker type, we are all of us 
more or less daily falling into. Perhaps our spiri- 
tual sensibility is not deep, our consciences not very 
tender, so that we do not think much of sins like 
these. Alas, there are many of God's children 
with whom this is the case. There is a sad, a fear- 
ful lack of spiritual sensibility, of tenderness of 
conscience. Only the grosser sins of life affect 
them. So far have they fallen, so little are their 
souls in living communion with God, that if their 
outward life is comparatively free from these, there 
is no secret compunction of souL No wonder they 
live in the outer courts and realise so little of the 
preciousness of Christ. There is an earthliness 
about them. They live in the world's atmosphere. 
There is little inward peace and joy. They are 
spiritually dull and heavy. It must be so. There 
is only one antidote to this — that the soul be much 
alone with God. So strongly is the current of the 
worJd pressing upon us on every side, that we must 
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be dragged down its fatal stream. In the history 
of you and me, reader, the daily history, every 
hour of the day, should be linked with heaven. 
Whatever we are engaged in, there should be no 
hour of that day in which some thought does not 
shape itself into prayer, and rise to the throne of 
God. In the believer's history the hours of the 
day are sanctuaries from which the worshipper 
should never be absent. This will be to link 
heaven and earth in one glorious intercourse. This 
will keep the soul calm in the midst of the excite- 
ment of life's daily duties, and, if the Lord shoidd 
come in the midst of them, make it ready to receive 
Him with joy. " Be ye yourselves like unto men 
which wait for their lord." 

But to return to forgotten sin. Perhaps in 
thought, or else in word, or it may be in act, we 
have sinned. Conscience quickly tells us of it. 
Perhaps, indeed, very gently ; so gently that there 
is danger of our being unaware of its reminding. 
What do we do ? Do we go at once in thought to 
the blood with that sin ? Most probably not. The 
hours pass on, and we have forgotten it. The tide 
of other things rolling in upon the soul has thrust 
it out of sight. Ah, reader, though we have for- 
gotten our sin, that sin has not forgotten us ! It 
has added another crust on the heart. It has 
drawn another film between the soul and the 
bright shining of God's countenance. It haa ca&i 
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another sliadow between us and heaven. We have 
forgotten it, but it has secreted itself within. It 
has found a lodgment One look at the blood at 
the moment would have set all right But we did 
not, and now we feel it. The day has come to a 
close. We open the Word. How dull and insipid 
it seems! How we seem to read, and read, and 
obtain no light, enjoy no comfort, derive no profit! 
We close it, and bend the knee in prayer. What 
an earthlinoss of spirit there is in us ! What 
unaccountable deadness ! What an inability to 
speak with God ! What a mockery it seems ! We 
are speaking to the air ; we cannot pray ! We 
ask *'How has all this come? What has been 
the cause ? " Ah, it is forgotten sin. There is a 
secretion, a lodger in the soul, poisoning its purest 
springs. Nothing but the blood can restore it. 
We ought to have gone at the time when conscience 
gently touched us, and then this sorrow would 
have been saved. We did not ; and now God is 
showing us how bitter sin is, and that before He 
can thaw the frozen heart and unloose the sealed 
lips there must be a baptism in the cleansing blood 
of Jesus. reader ! learn the solemn lesson ! 
*' Lay aside " the sin, the moment it is committed, 
in the blood of the Lamb. Go in thought to its 
precious stream, and then all will be well with thy 
soul. Deal closely, deal continually, deal earnestly 
iFjih the bJood. Let not sin be forgotten and the 
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enemy of thy soul triumph, Be not ignorant of 
his suhtilty. Be beforehand with him. "Lay 
aside " the weight, and let not that become a sin ; 
"lay aside" the sin, and let not that become a 
" weight " to keep thee back in the race. 

But what does all this imply ? That our souls 
have close dealings with God every hour of the 
day ; that we bring Him into everything ; that we 
have one aim before us each day of our lives, come 
what may — to walk with God Reader, is this 
your aim ? "What " weights " or " sins " can you 
be " laying aside " if you have not dealings with 
God continually? It is through such "laying 
aside" that we come to prove the Saviour, how 
precious He is as our burden-bearer and sin-bearer. 
His preciousness is then no theory, no mere doc- 
trine. Oh no ! It becomes a deep reality. It is 
only then we come to know Him. It is thus we 
are " taught of God." Reader, do you know Him 
thus ? Have you this constant dealing with Him ) 
Is Christ precious to you from such close dealings } 
Have they made Him " the chief of ten thousand, 
the altogether lovely " to your soul ? 

But to proceed with the passage. " Let us run 
with patience the race that is set before us." The 
Christian race is activity, progress, growth. It is 
no half-hearted work. We are to " run " that race, 
but run it with " patience." This is not the word 
we should have used. We should haye s^d, ruA 
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with diligence, run with speed, run with haste. 
No, says the Spirit of God, "run with patience,'* 
Why is this 1 The word is Divinely chosen* 
When we see a man in a hurry, or running with 
haste, it occurs to us that he may be too late if he 
does not make haste — that he may miss the object 
of his race. This cannot be with the child of God. 
To him the prize is sure. It is secured to him by 
the finished work of the Lord Jesus. It forms 
part of the everlasting covenant made between God 
and Christ, and in which every blessing is secured, 
eternally secured, to the soul that trusts in Jesus. 
The victory, the prize, the "crown of glory that 
fadeth not away,'' are all in that covenant; and 
come what may, the child of God shall not miss 
them. These things are not conditional to the 
believer. If they were, he never would have (me. 
The prize never could be gained. These blessings 
were conditional, it is true. They were all to come 
to the believer, on condition that Christ fulfilled 
the terms of that covenant. God made that cove- 
nant with Christ, and seemed to say, " If You fulfil 
all the terms of it, all blessings shall be Yours, on 
behalf of Your people." Christ came and did fulfil 
the terms of that covenant. And Christ, speaking 
through David, says, " He (God) hath made with 
me (Christ) an everlasting covenant ordered in all 
things and sure." Therefore all things are sure to 
the believer. They are made sure by what Christ 
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has done. The conditions on which they were to 
be given were all fulfilled by the Lord Jesus. 
Therefore, the believer's blessings are all eternally 
secured to him in Christ. His salvation is secured. 
His victory over death is secured. His prize is 
secured. His crown of glory is secured. Every 
step of his journey through this troublesome world, 
And the grace that is needed for it, is ^* ordered in 
cdl things, and sure,** Every hour of sorrow is an 
"ordered" hour. Every perplexing dispensation 
is " ordered." Every dark path, every bitter cup, 
every tearful eye, every bleeding heart — all are 
" ordered." Not only ** ordered," but " ordered in 
all things** The timely relief, the lightened pres- 
sure, the helping hand at the critical moment, the 
kind word in due season, the series of little circum- 
stances in an hour of trial, when the mind is too 
excited to think and too burdened to arrange — all 
are "ordered" things. Not only so, but every 
comfort, every help, every blessing needed by the 
feeble, helpless one, at such trying seasons, has 
inscribed on it in God's own hand — " sure." You 
shall not lack one, believer, whoever you are. 
They are all secured to you in that everlasting 
covenant, every condition of which was fulfilled 
by Christ on your behalf. And having this ever- 
lasting covenant, what then shall be your portion 
here but blessing } 
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Whaltbea* Whj then aaodier pOgiim aon^ 
Aad then a hash ci icat Diving gwtod ; 

And then a thintj stagey (ah wis, ao long !) 
Aad then a brook, joai wfaoeit moat ia 



Wbatthcn? The pittAing of the etanBg toifc ! 

And then, perchance, a piQov rongh and tfamj 
And then aome aweei aad tender Bnaii^i, aeni 

To cheer the faint one for to-momnr'a jonmej. 



Whatthen? The wafling of ihe midnigfat wind ; 

A f ereriah aleep ; a heart oppceaaed and adiing ; 
And then a little water-cmae to find 

CHoae by mj pillow, readj for mj wakin|^ 

What then ? I am not careful to inqnire : 
I know there will be tears, aad fean, and aomnr ; 

And then a loving Saviovir drawing nigfaer. 
And sajing, ** 1 will anawer for the morrow.** 

What then ? For all my sina His pardoning gnee ; 

For all my wanta and woea Hia loving-kindneaa ; 
For darkeat shadea the ahining of Grod'a face ; 

And Cbriat'a own band to lead me in my blindneaa. 

What then ? A shadowy valley, lone and dim ; 

And then a deep and darkly rolling river ; 
And then a flood of light — a seraph hymn, — 

And God's own smile, for ever and for ever 1 

Therefore it is that there is no haste, no hurry, 
in the heavenly race. We are to run, but with 
** patience." All is sure, for all is secured in Christ 
$$as our Lord 
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" Looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher 
of our faith." The great design of God in setting 
this race hefore His people is to make them like 
His dear Son ; to mould and fashion us day by day 
into His blessed image. This is the explanation of 
all God's dealings both in sorrow and in joy. To 
accomplish this great purpose of God, however, 
there must be some great, transforming medium. 
Sorrow of itself will never make us like Christ. 
Nay, its tendency may be to make us very unlike 
Him. It may harden the heart. It may stir up 
feelings of rebellion and hatred No; aflBictions 
"will never of themselves mould us into His image. 
What will theni Only beholding Himself. There- 
fore we are exhorted to run this race, " looking unto 
Jesus." It is as if God would say, "My great 
desire is not the running in the race, but to make 
you like my beloved Son ; to so mould and shape 
and fashion you on earth, that when you come into 
my presence there may be some resemblance in you 
to Him." This can only be accomplished by the 
eye and the heart keeping constantly before it the 
one great transforming medium — Christ Jesus. 
"VVe know how true this is in a scientific point of 
view. No faculty of the body is so powerful for 
taking in impressions from external objects as the 
eye. Doubtless this is the reason why the figure 
is used. Association begets assimilation. What 
the mind most dwells on it becomea Ivk&v Tc^ss 
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desires strongly bent on sensuality -will betray that 
very sensuality in the countenance. The heart 
strongly directed towards the Saviour will develop 
the calmness and meekness of that Saviour in its 
countenance. If we had greater discernment, if 
our own mental and spiritual faculties had not been 
80 dulled by sin, we should be able to look in each 
other's countenances, and from the very expression 
written in them, trace the prominent affections of 
the heart, trace the governing principle under 
which it lived and moved. In heaven we shall be 
free from sin. A wonderful change will in conse- 
quence take place in all our bodily, mental, and 
spiritual faculties. We shall see, see deeply, see 
into each other's hearts and minds. All will be 
transparency there; and nothing will be seen in 
us or without us, that will not be reflected in the 
countenance of the Lord Jesus. As one has beauti- 
fully remarked, " the angels will know us to be 
brothers and sisters of the Lord Jesus by our like- 
ness to Him." In calling us to look to Jesus in 
this race, we see a great principle in God's Word. 
Man's tendency, when he wants to find some 
foundation on which he can rest for salvation, is to 
look within — into his heart. Does he need peace ? 
He looks at his own heart to see if he can find in 
its state any warrant for that peace. This is the 
direction in which the thoughts of man naturally 
And invariably tum-^inwaid. Now when the 
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ealvation of the soul is the question, or when peace 
and assurance are the points to he settled, the word 
of God never, in any instance, directs man to look 
within. He is always directed to look outside him- 
self. " Look unto me, and he ye saved : *' " behold 
the Lamh of God : " " looking unto Jesus : " " Ho^ 
every one that thirsteth." It is true that the 
Christian is to look inward, to see that there is 
nothing in his life and conduct, in his desires and 
motives and aims, that is hindering the hrightness 
of the Lord's countenance from shining on his 
soul. But not so in the matter of salvation. He 
is then to look out. Salvation has heen accom- 
plished hy the finished work of Jesus — look out 
at that, and accept it Thy sin has all heen put 
away hy that hlood shed on Calvary — look out at 
that, and he at peace. God teaches us this truth 
in many ways. If in sorrow or trial or trouhle, 
how is the heart comforted 1 Not hy looking in 
and dwelling on its trouhles, hut hy a word spoken 
from without hy some kind friend, or hy some deed 
of kindness from without. If there he diseases in 
the frame, do we look within for the remedy 9 
No; that is without, in the physician and his 
medicine. In fact this truth is taught us in the 
meanest affairs of life, and forced upon our notice 
hy almost every ohject in the natural world around 
us. Everything seems to say, " Look without, not 
within I " The Word of God \u \\A\ftSk^^^^Na^>:2^ 
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nature's counterpart. God is the great Teacher in 
both. Kature is only the echo of revelation, and 
rightly interpreted, teaches the same lesson — " look 
unto me, and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth ; 
for I am God, and there is none else." 

Observe how remarkably the Bible confirms this 
view. " We all with open face, beholding as in a 
glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the 
same image" *' It doth not yet appear what we 
shall be ; but we know that when He shall appear 
we shall be like Him ; for we shall see Him as He 
is." ** They shall see His face ; and His Father's 
name" (the name is the expression of character) 
" shall be in their foreheads." Thus we see that 
the great transforming process on earth, in running 
this heavenward race, is ever ** looking unto Jesus." 
Looking in sin. Looking in sorrow. Looking in 
joy. Looking there, and only there. This is the 
direction every eye takes in heaven. This is the 
direction in which every eye should be bent on 
earth. 

And He is " the Author and Finisher of our 
faith." He began the work in the Church, and 
He will finish it. " The hands of Zerubbabel laid 
the foundations of this house : his hands shall also 
finish it." ** He began the good work in the soul 
of the awakened sinner, and He will finish it." 
The iarst thought, the first reflection, the first dim 
Mnd distant /eeJing after Clvrist, \.Vi<a fest uplifted 
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eye, the fii^t falling tear, tjie first gleam of peace 
and joy, of sunshine after darkness — He began it 
all, and having begun it He will surely finish it. 
He pi^ts not His hand to the plough and looks 
back. Oh no ! " He which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it to the day of Christ 
Jesus." He is the Finisher as well as the Author 
of our faith* Let us take courage then, and " be 
strong in the Lord and in the power of His might." 
"The path of the just is as the shining light 
which," despite all intervening clouds, "shineth 
more and nior^ unto the perfect day." Every lamb 
in the Shepherd's flock is ** kept by the power of 
God unto salvation." 

•* Not one object of His care 
Ever suffered shipwreck there." 

But let us notice another precious truth. " Look- 
ing unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our 
faith ; who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is se^ 
down at the right hand of the throne of God." 

Three things were set before the Lord Jesus^ 
the race, the joy, the crown. These three things 
are set before each of His iollowers. He is their 
great Forerunner, who has entered for them within 
the veil A forerunner is one who leads a company 
after him. Thus Jesus has run that race, and 
is now leading His people after Hu3q.^ iWi» ^^ 
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may be with Him whero He is and behold His 
glory. 

He too was a cross-bearer. What made Him 
endure the cross ? The joy set before Him. His 
eye was never off that joy for a moment. And is 
not the same joy set before ns 1 Is not the same 
glorious prize to consummate our journey ) 8hall 
not we, too, wear the same crown, and sit on the 
same glorious throne 1 Surely we shall t '^The 
glory which Thou hast given Me, I have given 
them/' 

Why are we not cross-bearers too 1 Why do we 
shrink from it % Why do we try to shift it off, or 
make it press as lightly as possible 1 Why is there 
so little bold confession of Christ in word and deed 
before men? Because our hearts are so little in 
the joy before us, our eye is so little on the crown 
and the glory of the resurrection morning. We 
live so far below our standing. We live as beggars, 
instead of king's sons and daughters. We live 
down here ; very little above. The glory is such 
a distant thing with us. It is separated by years, 
or dimmed by earthly influences. Hence the little 
enduring of the cross. 

And not only so, but these are truths which 

react on each other. We bear so little of the cross 

because our hearts are so little in the coming joy 

and glory. We enter so little into the joy because 

jre bear so little ot the cross. T\iQ heoirt in the 
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joy will make us take up the cross ; and the taking 
up of the cross will bring great joy into the soul. 
" As the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so also 
our coneTolation aboundeth in Christ.'' Mark, 
reader, the "as" and "so." The two things run 
side by side. The one is in exact proportion to 
the other. As the suffering, so the consolation. 
The deeper your soul goes down into the valley of 
Christ's sufferings, the deeper will be the joy in 
your heart If you have not the one, you cannot 
have the other. Is there little outward suffering ? 
then there is little inward joy. Is your path com- 
paratively smooth, the sky above you as to all 
earthly things bright, and do you meet with few 
piercings of heart from the world in which you live ? 
Then, reader, your soul is asleep. The outward 
absence of conflict is a certain symptom of the in- 
ward sleep of the souL There may be nothing in 
your outward conduct indicating decay ; but it is 
surely there. No conflict 1 then no running in the 
race. No conflict ? then no joy. The soul is asleep, 
though there may be no flaw the keenest eye can 
detect ; though the profession may be so clear and 
sound as to elicit the admiration and applause of all 
men. Beader, may God write this solemn warning 
on your heart ! The coming of the Lord Jesus 
will be preceded by very little cross-bearing among 
(jod's people. It will be a day of deep sleep; a 
time when there shall be a great falliu^t^vi^^^^^^i^d^ 
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among those we have reason to believe to be true 
Christians. It shall be a day the striking feature 
of which both among God's people and the people 
of the world shall be, "having a form of ^godliness 
but denying the power." The Lord shall find mod 
of His own asleep. He shall find them in scenes 
and circumstances and states of heart that shall 
crimson their faces with shame when they behold 
Him. The door is open now, and God's great work 
is going gloriously on. Soon it shall be shut. And 
then will follow the form of godliness, the absence 
of the cross, the sleep and . slumber of religious in- 
difference. The spiritual light shall be dim in God's 
people. Compromise and concession will make 
rapid advances. In such an hour shall the coming 
of the Son of Man be. Reader, beware ! Look to 
yourself ! That day is very near ! May God keep 
you ! " Be thou faithful unto death, and I will 
give thee a crown of life." 

But mark the expression — ** endured the cross." 
He did not wear it ; He bore it. There is a great 
deal of difference between croBS-wearing and cross- 
hearing. To wear the cross is easy. To hear it is 
hard. Yet the hollow hypocrisy of the world would 
fain make men believe they are bearing the cross 
because wearing it. They want to make men believe 
they are bearing the cross. They are little con- 
cerned about bearing it under the approving eye of 
^od alone. There is far too much of this cros8# 
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vjenring among us. It is on the increase, and 
simply because its inward reality is on the decrease. 
Cross-wearing is becoming fashionable. It is fasci- 
nating our young men and young women. It is 
beginning to possess matchless charms for " silly 
women, laden with sins." . O reader ! be it yours to 
be a CTOsS'bfarer, to stoop down and " take up your 
cross daily," looking only for the approving smile 
of your Saviour. 

But I would not have you suppose that you are 
to make crosses for yourself. That is the other 
extreme of the self-righteous picture. No. You 
are not to wear the cross, nor to Tnake it, but bear 
it when the world makes it for you, Tliis is to be 
like Christ. The tt>orld made the cross for Him, 
and He meekly and lovingly bore it Do you do 
the same. And depend upon it the more that 
cross is borne in secret, the less will there be of its 
otdioard manifestation in the folly and hypocrisy of 
CTOsa-wearin^, 

But mark the closing words of this verse — " And 
is set down at the right hand of the throne of God." 
He is " set down." The expression is significant. 
The priests under the law never "sat down" in 
the offering of their sacrifices. They were always 
"standing." Why? Sitting down is a figure of 
rest and satisfaction. " Those sacrifices never made 
the comers thereunto perfect." There was always 
«gain a remembrance of sim Th^^ ^^\Sk xsss^gs^^sfe?^ 
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and could give no permanent rest to the conscience 
of the worshipper. '< It is impossible that the 
blood of bulls and of goats could take away sin.' 
Christ's sacrifice was a perfect one. It needed not 
to be repeated. This showed its perfection, for 
" by one offering He hath perfected for ever them 
that are sanctified," — so that now Christ is said to 
" sit down " in heaven. He is aaiufied with His 
finished work on Calvary. There was no rest before 
for the soul. There was no satisfaction in heaven 
before. But now God and man are at rest in the 
finished work of Jesus. 

But mark the expression — " set down at the right 
hand of the throne of God." The right hand of 
the throne is the place of the heir. The Prince of 
Wales takes the place at the right hand of the 
throne of England on all state occasions, and none 
else but he can take it Why ? - Because he is the 
heir to that throne. This is the figure used in the 
passage before us. Christ is "set down at the 
right hand of the throne of God." He is the heir 
to it." " The kingdoms of this world shall become 
the kingdoms of our Lord Jesus Christ." He shall 
soon come forth as " King of kings, and Lord of 
lords." On His head shall be " many crowns." 

Observe how two things are united here — the 

cross and the crown. He " endured the crosa^ and 

is set down at the right hand of the throne,** It ia 

tJie same with us. Yxom t![iQ moment we oame to 
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the cross, God put before us the crown, " Ye do 
show the Lord*s death — till He come," "Unto 
Him that loved us and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood,** What is the next thing? " Be- 
hold He Cometh with clouds.'* Between the cross 
and the crown the Church has no portion on earth. 
Her place in the meantime is sorrow, suffering, 
testimony. From that cross her eye overleaps every- 
thing to the coming of the Lord* As it was with 
her Saviour, so is it with her. " We look for the 
Saviour." Kot for an improved world. Not for 
the evangelisation of mankind. Not for anything 
but Jesus only. We shall be " satisfied when we 
awake with His likeness ; *' but never till then. 

"For consider Him that endured such contra- 
diction of sinners against Himself, lest ye be 
wearied and faint in your minds. 'Ye have not 
yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin." 
Weariness comes first — the effect of diflSculties, 
trials, and persecutions continually pressing upon 
us. Then follows faintness, — such spiritual weak- 
ness as gives one the idea of death. The believer 
becomes so discouraged by the way that he is 
tempted to relax his energies and become less 
wakeful and watchful. Then follows faintness, 
the semblance of death. The cross is not borne. 
The souFs spiritual health declines. The man 
seems like one of the world. There is no mark of 
heaven upon him. What is. the antidote? — "con< 
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aider Him." See what He bore for your sake. 
See what a precious salvation He won for you ! 
See at what a cost He won it ! See how He loved 
you, yea, how He loves you still ! See how He 
is interceding for you on high ! See what a crown 
of glory He has won for you! Ye tried and 
tempted, ye buffeted and storm tossed ones, " con- 
sider Him ! " Ye trembling, weary, and exhausted 
ones, ye bereaved and desolate ones, "consider 
Him." " Ye have not yet resisted unto blood," 
but He did. Ye have not yet borne the bloody 
scourge, and cross, and crown of thorns; but He 
has. Ye have not yet " endured such contradic- 
tion of sinners" against yourselves; but He has. 
Ye have not yet " sweat as it were great drops of 
blood" like those which fell from the agonised 
brow in Gethsemane ; but He has. Oh, " consider 
Him " and be neither weary nor faint. 

" And ye have forgotten the exhortation which 
speaketh unto you as unto children. My son, despise 
not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when 
thou art rebuked of Him." To despise the Lord's 
chastening is the sin of many. What is it to 
'< despise" it? It is to make light of it, to think 
meanly of it, to allow it to rest lightly on our 
minds. How many, to whom God sends trials, 
thus make light of them ! They " try to make the 
best of them," as the world says — try to think as 
JJUle oi them as they can help. They rush intQ 
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» pleasure, or folly, or sin, or into the whirl, and 
bustle, and excitement of this world's cares and 
duties, in order to keep them from dwelling on 
them. What is this but " despising " God's " chas- 
tenings 1 " He sends them to make us think, and 
think soberly, solemnly, deeply. He sends them 
that we should be led into our secret chamber, 
search our hearts and lives, and ask the serious 
question, ^^ Why has God sent me this? What 
great end has He in view in permitting it ? " This 
is the reason they are sent, and yet men try to 
drown them; to think as little of them as they 
can 1 Surely this is " despising the chastening of 
the Lord." They are sent in love. Man tries to 
put their solemn message away from him. He 
despises the Lord's chastening. Then God says, 
" I have spoken, but he will not hear : " — " Let 
him alone." Oh fearful words ! Reader, " despise 
not thou the chastening of the Lord." Does not 
the Bible teach us that there is a point in man's 
history when God's patience and long-suffering 
end; when the stamp of reprobation is set upon 
the brow, and man is left " alone," an example of 
mercies and judgments neglected or abused, and 
gospel warnings despised? Beware, reader! The 
line which separates the day when man may be 
, saved from the night when the light of mercy is 
^ withdrawn, may be passed unwittingly. The con- 
science may be at ease, the spirits gay, and life b^ 
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full of brightness and sunshine ; but by Him who 
searches the heart, it may be seen that such 
despisers of God's chastenings have- passed the 
confines of hope, and have entered on that path, 
each step of which is deepening into the blackness 
of eternal darkness. Eeader, especially unconverted 
reader, whom God has visited with many strokes, 
again I say, Beware I *' Despise not thou the chas- 
tening of the Lord." See that they lead thee, as a 
poor sinner, to the feet of Jesus ; then all will be 
well 

But how is the child of God to receive these 
chastenings 1 As proofs of a Father's love, and in 
His hands to produce, ere long, peaceable fruits of 
righteousness. This they sJmll do to His child, no 
matter how dark or grievous or bitter they may be. 
No greater proof of His love can He give us than 
by sending these strokes; and though the flesh may 
quiver under their piercings, yet shall they produce 
blessed results. A day is coming, even here, when 
we shall surely praise Him for each one. Oh how 
we shall bless Him for them in heaven ! There we 
shall see how deep the love was that sent them ; 
but never fully till we are there. How these 
strokes are brightening the crown of glory for us ! 
How each one will make the golden harp vibrate 
more sweetly. How each one will add melody to 
the new song 1 How loud will be our praises then, 
moat ol all for earth's *'deep calling unto deep 1" 
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And what effect should this have upon the 
believer's present course ? " Wherefore lift up the 
hands which hang down and the feeble knees, and 
make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is 
lame be turned out of the way ; but let it rather be 
healed." What a practical word ! Let us examine 
it in closing. The lifting up of the hands is the 
figure under which prayer is brought before us. 
" I will that men pray everywhere, lifting up holy 
hands." The same mode of engaging in prayer is 
brought before us in other parts of God's Word — 
the two hands being uplifted, in contrast to the 
heathen worshippers who lifted up only one. " The 
hanging down " of the hands therefore conveys to 
us the neglect of prayer, or the interruption of 
communion with God. The feebleness of the knee 
presents another view. It indicates the weakness 
of the body, its liability to fall, its tottering step 
and irregular walk. Spiritually it refers doubtless 
to " the race " to which the Apostle alludes. There 
can be no " running " in the race, where the knees 
are feeble. The chastisements and rebukes to 
which he had referred were " weights" and unless 
"laid aside" on Jesus, would make the hands 
"hang down" and the body stoop with their 
pressure. Wherefore the Apostle would say, " In 
the midst of these strokes, which are all loving 
messages from a Father's hand, be much in prayer, 
lift up the hands which hang down; also strengthen 
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the feeble knees by laying the * weights ' aside on 
Jesus. Thus will the soul become stronger, and 
will run the race with no feeble knee, with no 
tottering step, with no irregular walk." 

But he adds, " and make straight paths for your 
feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the 
way ; but let it rather be healed." We have thus 
the three parts of the body brought before us — the 
"hands," the "knees," the "feet." The head is 
not spoken of. Christ is our head. He is the life 
of the body. His finished work has given life to 
the soul; and the head of the spiritual body is 
above. Our life is "hid with Christ in God." 
Nothing can touch thatj for it is in heaven. The 
members, however — the " hands," the " knees," the 
" feet " are on earth ; and it is to these the passage 
now calls our attention. "Make straight paths." 
Why 1 Because you have " lame " members. You 
have a race to run. Take out of the paths all rough 
stones, all sharp thorns. The Lord is a tender, 
pitiful, gracious Father. He does not wish us to 
stumble. He wants to heal our lameness. He longs 
to see us " strong in the Lord and in the power of 
His might." He " looks mercifully upon our infir- 
mities, and for the glory of His name would turn 
from us all those evils that we most righteously have 
deserved." There are few " paths " of God's people 
in which there are not many things over which we 
may siumblo} and there are none of them who 
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have not "lame" members. There is in every 
Christian's "path" some stone against which the 
** lame " member within him is constantly stumbling. 
In some it is one thing, in some it is another. 
Perhaps, reader, your faith is weak. There is 
some point in your Christian faith which pierces 
you or proves a stumbling-block. Perhaps you 
cannot understand the immortality of the soul. 
The body dies, and we see nothing of the spirit. 
All seems as if we died like the brute creation. 
Perhaps it is something connected with the in- 
spiration of the Word of God. " What have we on 
which to rest our faith? A few old parchment 
leaves, rudely inscribed by illiterate Galilean fisher 
men, rescued from the oblivion of corrupt and 
superstitious ages, which have been put together 
and called the Word of God." Perhaps this is 
your stone of stumbling. Or it may be some doubt 
about the pardon of your sins (though this ought 
not to be, for the Word of God is so explicit), or 
about your faith, or assurance, or prayers. Or it 
may be something altogether different from this 
— something you cannot, or dare not tell to others. 
Every time your secret heart comes in contact with 
it it worries you, distracts you, casts you down; 
and you feel that, go where you will or do what 
you will, it seems always in your way. Your lame 
member seems always to be running against it, and 
you are often nearly thrown down b'^ t"tL\%. -^wot^^^ 
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stnmbling-stoie ! "What is to be donef Qnlj oi 
thing, dear reader. Mark it well ! ** lift up ih 
hands that hang down, and the feeble knees." E 
much in prayer. ** Lay aside ^e weight * on Jesm 
Tell Him all about yonr lame member. Tell Hii 
what is the thorn in yonr path, the stone o 
stumbling always in your way. Only thus wiJ 
you be able to " make straight paths for your feet 
Only thus can the *' lame " member be " healed. 
Oh yes, dear, tried, and tempted feUow-pilgrin 
this is the way ! Have closer dealings with God 
Depend upon it no weight will weigh heavily ver 
long there. Depend upon it the path will be free 
from stumbling-blocks and lacerations then. D' 
not try and grapple with these difficulties an; 
longer. You have done that too long already 
\ Take them to Jesus, and live nearer to HiuL Thi 

i is the remedy — the Divine panacea for your man; 

maladies. Only this. God grant that you may b 
\ of tener there than you have been ! God grant tha 

the Lord may find you there in that solemn hou 
when He shall come " to take vengeance on then 
that know not God and that obey not the Gospe 
of our Lord Jesus Christ." It is only for a littl 
while, and then every mystery shall be solved 
every cloud shall vanish for ever. Oh for faitl 
to trust Him for this little while, for strength t< 
Jive near to Him, for power to walk with Him 
give you strength, dear friend, for this " on 
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hour's watching," and yours shall be the everlasting 
song! 

I know not what shall befall me, 
God bangs a mist o'er my eyes ; 

And so, eacb step in my onward patb, 
He makes new scenes to rise ; 

And every joy He sends me, oomes 

As a strange and sweet surprise. 

I see not a step before me 

As I tread on another year ; 
But the past is still' in God's keeping — 

The future His mercy shall clear ; 
And what looks dark in the distance 
May brighten as I draw near. 

For perhaps the dreaded future 

Has less bitter than I think ; 
The Lord may sweeten the waters 

Before I stoop to drink ; 
Or, if Marah must be Marah, 
He will stand beside the brink. 

It may be, He has waiting 

For the coming of my feet. 
Some gift of such rare blessedness, 

Some joy so strangely sweet. 
That my lips shall only tremble. 
With the thanks they cannot speak. 

Oh ! restful, blissful ignorance ! 

*Tis blessed not to know ! 
It keeps me so still in those arms 

Which will not let me go. 
And hushes my soul to rest 
On the bosom that loves me so. 
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So I go on, not knowing, 

I would not if I might ! 
I would rather walk in the dark with God, 

Than walk alone in the light — 
I would rather walk with Him by faith 
Than walk alone by sight. 

My heart shrinks back from trials 
That the future may disclose, 

Yet I never had a sorrow 
But what the dear Lord chose — > 

So I send the coming tears back 

With the whispered words, ** He knows." 
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VII. 

THE MOURNER. 

John xx. 10-19. 

Bereavement is the sharpest arrow in the quiver 
of God. Coming at a moment unexpected, it 
enters the heart and makes every fibre of the 
frame to quiver. Here all human consolation fails. 
Sweet as human sympathy is at all times, God has 
fixed a limit to it, beyond which it cannot pasF. 
He has reserved to Himself the prerogative of 
administering sympathy to the bereaved heart. 
Only at His feet can the bleeding wounds be 
stanched. Only on the bosom of Jesus can the 
throbbing heart find rest. Every other cistern is 
a broken one. 

This is the lesson taught us in this narrative. 
Its opening words fall solemnly, but truthfully, 
upon us. "The disciples went away again to 
their own homes, but Mary stood without, at the 
sepulchre, weeping." While others have their 
homes whither they repair and find a resting-place^ 
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the bereaved heart has, for a time, its only home 
in the sepulchre. There its fondest earthly treasure 
has been laid to rest. It may be drawn out for a 
time by the pressure of daily duties, or by the 
necessities and requirements of daily life ; but 
when these are over it returns like a broken bow, 
in thought and affection, to the lonely churchyard 
or to the green sod, beneath which the remains of 
some loved one are sleeping. In the midst of 
worldly thoughts, or the social circle, or the 
ordinary conversation, it is far away, "stooping 
down and looking into this sepulchre" — weeping 
in secret, though the outside seems all fair. 

Thus it was with Mary. Let us not blame those 
tears, but "weep with those who weep." What 
if faith was weak, and her thoughts should have 
been on a living Saviour, instead of being con^ 
centrated in that silent grave, is our faith always 
strong under the crushing blow ? Do not a bleed- 
ing heart, and crowding thoughts, and a fevered 
brain, struggle fitfully with the faith within us, 
and sometimes well-nigh extinguish its light ? 
Can faith be always calm under the pressure of a 
heart ready to burst? Let us mingle our tears 
with those of the Son of God, as we stand at the 
grave-sides of Bethany. The joyous voice, " I am 
the resurrection and the life," shall surely find its 
way to the secret springs of that heart, and restore 
peace and joy, la the meantime let us " bear one 
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another's burdens," remembering that sooner or 
later the crushing stroke must fall on our own 
hearts. Let us ** fulfil the law of Christ" by 
taking some of that load (for we cannot take it all) 
upon ourselves. So shall we be a blessing to the 
mourner amid the desolation which reigns around. 

But what did Mary weep for? For the dead 
body. The cold clay corpse she would have clasped 
to her heart. The dust was precious in her sight. 

But why weep and look into that sepulchre? 
Why weep we so bitterly at our grave-sides ? 
Our loved treasure is not there. The body may 
be, but the treasure is with the living Saviour. 
"Absent from the body, present with the Lord." 
The treasure — ^the living Saviour — was outside that 
sepulchre from the moment Mary came to it. So 
is it with us. From the moment we are called to 
stand at the grave-side of some loved one, the 
treasure is outside. Where is it ? Do we want to 
know ? Behold the living Saviour ! It is with 
Him. Seeing Him, we see our loved one. "He 
that liveth and believeth in me shall never die." 
" Because I live, ye shall live also." The life of 
the com begins just when death has overpowered 
the seed. So with our departed ones. In the last 
struggle of the failing tabernacle lies the germ of 
that life which shall last for ever. The spirit is 
with Jesus. We saw it not in its passage from 
the hushed chamber. The eye can seo. cs'cJ^ 
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material things. Spirit alono can see spii-it. It 
passed upward with, a bound, and quicker than 
electric speed was in the presence of God. Spirit 
meets with no obstacle in matter. In its very 
nature it is independent of it. How we may thus 
be surrounded by these spirits none can tell. Not 
till our own spirit is released from the prison in 
which it is bound can we recognise our fellow 
spirits, who have passed on before us. These are 
mysterious subjects. We cannot solve them, nor 
is it necessary. Sufficient, abundantly sufficient 
for us, that the spirits of the blood-bought ones 
are ** with Christ, which is far better." Believer, 
repose on this ! It is only for a little while, and 
that body so familiar to thee, so vividly before 
thine eye, shall arise from its silent resting-place, 
whether in the ashes of Smithfield, amid the 
sands of the desert, beneath the monumental stone, 
or down in the watery deep. Soon thou shalt 
clasp it again to thine heart, with no hidden 
disease, no wasted cheek, no feverish gaspings, no 
taint of tears, or sorrow, or sin. In patience 
possess thy soul. Jesus will soon be here, and 
with Him thy fondly-cherished treasure. " Come, 
Lord Jesus, come quickly." 

But death has no victory over the Lord's sleep- 
ing ones. Where their dust lies, there is " victory " 
graven with the pen of heaven. Behold it here at 
this sepulchre I Though the treasure is not there, 
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there is something very glorious. Angels, the 
messengers of heaven, are in that sepulchra There 
they sit in an attitude of triumph. They proclaifn 
the victory over death. They seem to say to all 
who weep for them which sleep in Jesus, **0 
death, where is thy sting ? grave, where is thy 
victory?" Surely it speaks to us with the same 
voice. There is victory and triumph in our 
sepulchres — ^heaven's victory, heaven's triumph, 
heaven's repose. Angels are sitting there. They 
are the guardians of the precious dust. " Are they 
not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for 
them who shall be heirs of salvation ? " Is not the 
hody redeemed as well as the soul? Is not it a 
part of the "heir of salvation?" Are they not 
sent " to minister " for it, as well as for the spirit 
which once inhabited it? Is not part of that 
ministry to watch over and preserve it for the 
morning of resurrection? Let us not speculate. 
Reader, these thoughts are no necessary part of 
thy faith. Dismiss them for higher and nobler 
ones, if there be aught of speculation. Rest in the 
"Word, only in the Word. Take nothing for granted 
but what is clearly revealed. The Lord direct your 
heart into all truth. 

Angels can say, " Why weepest thou ? " but they 
can go no farther. Only Jesus can speak the word, 
"Mary," that shall heal the desolate heart. Yet 
how quickly Jesus can do it. Ha IkS^a* ^ssJc^ Vs^ 
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speak one word, and the mourner's tears are dry 
and the heart leaps up in gladness. reader! 
tkink of this ! Go to Jesus, to Jesus only, with 
thy sorrow. That sorrow is " too deep for human 
ministry." Even angels are but broken cisterns. 
Oh, try Jesus 1 Deal very f closely with Him. 
There unfold again and again thy oft-told tale. 
He will not weary of it, though thy nearest and 
dearest may. Oh, try Jesus ! See how soon Ho 
can gladden the desolate heart. Prove His all- 
sufficiency. His wondrous love. His tenderness and 
pity! There is none like Jesus! Lean on that 
bosom, dear suffering friend, then will you wonder 
you did not go before ; then will you nwirvel you 
should so long have carried that load which is now 
sinking you beneath its weight Oh, try Jesus ! 

"Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest 
thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing Him 
to be the gardener, saith unto Him, Sir, if thou 
have borne Him hence, tell me where thou hast 
laid Him, and I will take Him away." There is a 
point in all sorrow, which if we pass, that sorrow, 
however sacred, becomes sin. That point Mary 
had now reached. Mark the dimax. First she 
came to the sepulchre with tears in her eyes, and 
again and again stooped down and looked within. 
Next she exclaims in agony, "They have taken 
away my Lord, and I know not where they have 
laid Him." But now that agony is at its height 
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The heart is ready to burst. She cries out, in the 
wildness of her grief, "Sir, if thou have borne 
Him hence, tell me where thou hast laid Him, and 
I will take Him away." The point is reached. 
One step beyond, and all sorrow is sin. If God's 
child is to be spared. He must now interfere. At 
this point the JiOrd steps in. He cries — " Mary ! " 
Why does He call her thus suddenly by her name ? 
To draw away her heart and thoughts from the 
sepulchre to the living Saviour. This is always 
the Lord's call. He is ever so speaking as to call 
us away from our sepulchres to the living Saviour. 
It is as if He would say, "Gaze not down into 
those gloomy depths too long. Let not sorrow 
blind your eyes to a living Saviour. Look not 
there, but here. * I am He that liveth.* I have 
your treasure. Look to me." Dear Christian 
mourner, remember this. There is a point in all 
sorrow, which if you pass, it becomes sin. What 
point is that 1 The point reached by Mary in this 
narrative — when sorrow blinds the eyes to a living 
Saviour. He was before her, but she could not 
see Him for her tears. Oh, dear fellow-sufferer, 
let not this be thy case 1 Sorrow, but " not as 
others who have no hope." Weep, but not so that 
your tears hinder you from gazing upon a living 
Saviour at your side. 

" She turned herself, and saith unto Him, Kab- 
boni." Now Mary's back is on the sepulchre^ and 
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her face towards Jesus. Oh, blessed leading of 
God's hand ! May all our sorrows bring us there ! 
Precious sorrow, that leads us to gaze upon Jesus ! 
Precious trial, that ends in bringing us to His 
feet ! 

In the revulsion of feeling consequent on recog- 
nising the Saviour, Mary would have rushed for- 
ward to embrace Hi-m. "Jesus saith unto her, 
Touch me not ; for I am not yet ascended to my 
Father." We may learn a precious truth here. 
The Saviour would teach us that when in heaven 
He could be touched more powerfully, more effec- 
tually on our behalf; that heaven's sympathy, 
heaven's comfort, heaven's succour, are far more 
valuable, more effectual than those of earth or of 
mere natural affection. " Come to me when I am 
ascended. Touch me at the mercy-seat. There 
will you find a Father's bosom to lean upon, a 
Father's hand to dry your tears, a Father's arm 
clasped around you. This will be more blessed to 
you than, in the outburst of natural affection, 
embracing me on earth." He would thus show us 
that though earthly affection and sympathy are 
sweet, there is a loving sympathy on high sweeter 
than it all. Oh, dear afflicted one, forget it not ! 
Thy nearest, thy dearest, thy truest Friend is on 
high. The devoted love of a mother, a wife, a 
husband, a child, is nothing compared with His. 
Make Him everything to thee. Take ^Him into 
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the first place in thy heart. Let not the dearest 
earthly treasure come between thee and Jesus. 
Thou wilt find Him always true, always faithful, 
always at hand. Jesus is so precious in sorrow's 
hour. Oh, try Him, and see how His dear presence 
can make a heaven for thy soul in the midst of 
thy deep desolation of spirit ! 

" But go to my brethren, and say unto them, I 
ascend unto my Father, and your Father ; and to 
my God, and your God. Mary Magdalene came 
and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, 
and that He had spoken these things unto her." 
Two precious truths are presented to us here. "Go 
to my brethren," says the Saviour. The love of 
Mary to the Saviour was intense. He shows us in 
these words what direction such love should ever 
take. It should prove its true character by being 
shown to "the brethren." "Do you so love me? 
then go and show it to my brethren. Comfort their 
weeping hearts with the joyous news that I am 
risen from the dead." The same truth is presented 
to us in the chapter following this. " Simon, son 
of Jonas, lovest thou me 1 Feed my lambs " — " go 
to my brethren." Thus will you show that you 
love me. 

The other truth presented to us is a practical 
one. What is God's end in sending trial? His 
strokes have a meaning. Each one has a gracious, 
loving, and wise purpose. Kone are pur20sele8&« 
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Let us never think so. They are to quicken us 
in the heavenward race, to stir us up to more 
watchfulness, more earnestness, more heavenliness. 
This is the legitimate effect of all trial. " Now for 
a swifter race," said one of old, on whom God's 
hand had been heavily laid. " Go to my brethren," 
said the Saviour, and " Mary Magdalene came and 
told the disciples that she had seen the Lord." 
There was no longer the brooding in sorrow at the 
sepulchre. All was now earnestness and energy, 
an eager pressing forward with the glad news, a 
vessel filled with that joy which only the sight of 
a living Saviour can give, a precious messenger 
with a glorious message on her lips coming fresh 
from an overflowing heart and drying the tears of 
a weeping Church. These are the blessed effects of 
the strokes of heaven on our hearts, " Now for a 
swifter race ! " Mourner at the sepulchre, think of 
this. Stay not brooding in sorrow at that cheer- 
less vault. Up and work for God with renewed 
energy and zeal. Get nearer to Jesus. Ask Him 
to fill the emptied vessel with His glory. Ask Him 
to unbind every tie that has bound thee to a dying 
world. Ask Him to send thee forth to the weep- 
ing ones on every side of thee with whispers of 
comfort that shall lift them nearer to Him. Linger 
not " as those who have no hope " over the sleeping 
dust of thy loved one. It shall soon be here again 
io a form far more bright and lovely than ever 
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thou hast gazed upon it on earth. Meanwhile 
/* onward, upward, heavenward, homeward " — ^nearer 
and nearer to Jesus ! " Now for a swifter race ! " 
Now for a holier walk with God ! Now. for a more 
earnest pressing toward the mark for the prize ! 
Up and work for God in a way thou hast never 
done yet ! The time is very short. The days are 
all numbered. The Lord is on the way. Hearest 
thou not the sound of His chariot wheels in the 
distance I Up, speak, write, warn the world 1 Let 
none pass by thee without the Master's warning. 
Let no blood of souls rest on thy head. Let no 
voice cry out at the bar of God that thou hast been 
unfaithful to thy solemn trust. Let not fear or 
sloth or sin dim the brightness of that crown which 
shall be placed that day on thy brow. Lord of 
light and love and mercy, speak to the mourner's 
heart ; speak, and let that heart hear thy solemn 
message, for Jesus Christ's sake i 

I shine in the light of God ; 

His likeness stamps my brow ; 
Through the yalley of death my feet have trod, 

And I reign in glory now ! 

No breaking heart is here, 

No keen and thrilling pain, 
No wasted cheek, where the frequent tear • 

Hath rolled and left ItA \&\Aku 
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I have reached the joys of heaven : 
I am one of the sainted band ; 

For my head a crown of gold is given, 
And a harp is in my hand. 

I have learned the song they sing 

Whom Jesus has set fre^", 
And the glorious walls of heaven still ring. 

With my new-bom melody. 

No sin, no grief, no pain ; 

Safe in my happy home ; 
My fears all fled, my doubts all slain. 

My hour of triumph's come ! 

Oh ! friends of mortal years, 

The trusted and the true ! 
Ye are watching still in the valley of tears. 

But I'll wait to welcome you. 

Do I forget ? oh no ! 

For memory's golden chain 
Shall bind my heart to the hearts below 

Till they meet and touch again. 

Each link \a strong and bright : 

And love's electric flame 
Flows freely down like a river of light, 

To the world {rom 77\\eiiCQl casn^ 
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Do you mourn when another star 

Shines out from the glittering sky ? 
Do you weep when the raging voice of war 

And the storms of conflict die ? 

Then why should your tears run down, 

And your hearts be sorely riven, 
For another gem in the Saviour's crown, 

And another soul in heaven ? 



THE END. 
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